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THE SPIRITIST SOCIETY of FLORIDA

Organized in 1982
“Unshakable faith is that, which can stand face to face

 with reason, in all epochs of humanity.” 


        AUGUST NEWSLETTER
A VISIT TO THE AMERICAN PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
The Spiritist Society was invited to City College in Gainesville, Florida to give a lecture regarding “Spiritism and how is differs from Spiritualism” (we believe in reincarnation and it is not one of their tenets, our mediums don’t charge for services, and we don’t have clergy). Four of our members attended, including myself. I had corresponded several times with Dr. Nichols, their founder, and he asked if we could come. I was pleased to hear the he was familiar with Spiritism due to some psychologists he knew from Brazil. The Parapsychological Institute investigates paranormal phenomena. All seats were filled and about 35 people attended. I started the lecture explaining about Spiritism, its history, how it differed from Spiritualism, about Kardec, and mediumship. I also described what we do at our meetings. Our Director Ed Crespo, took over after me, explaining how long he had been involved in studying Spiritism and how his own mediumship began. He also discussed our moral philosophy and, with accounts of his personal experiences, had them cheerfully laughing. We then opened the floor for questions and answers. We received many.
All in all, we believe our visit was very successful and informative. They seemed very much in tune and receptive with what we were saying and seemed to agree with many of our Spiritist principles, many of them nodding in agreement with us as we spoke.  We left them hand-outs and newsletters as we left. We certainly enjoyed sharing with them the beautiful and enlightening ideas of the Doctrine.  May God Bless them on their spiritual journey! - Yvonne
Jesus - The Greatest Teacher
Jesus is a very morally superior spirit. He was the most superior spirit who ever incarnated on this planet. This point has been transmitted to all Spiritists and Spiritualists by spirit communications by different mediums, at different times and centuries, throughout the world. Jesus came with the mission to teach mankind the Law of Love and Charity. When he was being crucified on the cross, He prayed to God and said, “Forgive them, Father, for they know not what they do.” He showed  forgiveness even for those who were trying to kill him.  He also taught that  there existed an afterlife and that spiritual things were more important than the material. Jesus spoke in what are called parables, or stories using symbols, to try and explain what He wanted to say, to the simple uneducated people of His time. His teachings are what are in the New Testament of the Bible. 

Today, we can still learn to understand what he meant, even after many, many centuries. His Words are Eternally good. They teach God’s Laws which are Unchangeable and are always Truth. His words and what they mean are important to learn because they teach us what God expects from us, as to what is right and proper behavior. 
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Jesus - The Greatest Teacher - contd
Spiritism teaches us that if we follow God’s Laws, that is how we better ourselves so we will no longer suffer, and, how we will eventually know God.  We suffer because we make wrong choices and are still learning to be good. God wanted us to learn what His Laws are which is why Jesus came to this planet as a Great Teacher. Other very good teachers have also come to teach people God’s Laws, but none as spiritually superior as Jesus.  

Even though we may learn God’s Laws, practicing them is very hard because we are still learning and spiritually growing. God loves us, and now all He expects, is for us to do the best we can because He knows we are still very imperfect. But, we do have prayer to give us spiritual strength and courage, to help make our faith strong in God, so we will have the confidence we need to face whatever lies before us. 

ARE YOU TAKING CARE OF THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF YOUR LIFE?
We know that as human being we are a complex creature. We have many aspects about our being that if are not taken care of, may affect us adversely. There is the PHYSICAL - we must eat healthily and exercise, if we don’t take care of ourselves we can become ill. Next we have the INTELLECTUAL, EMOTIONAL, and SOCIAL aspects of our being which need to be nurtured and stimulated, or we may feel depressed and unloved.     

But what about the SPIRITUAL aspects of our being? In our very busy lives, we almost always seem to short change this aspect of our lives. We are spiritual beings and this aspect cannot be neglected or there will also be negative consequences. We need to know what our moral conduct should be and why. We need to understand our purpose in life. We need to try and understand and love God. 

We all have problems in our lives, and what better assistance can we have to support these struggles, but through prayer. And with prayer, springs HOPE. Spiritists know that prayer provides a real and direct action which cannot be denied. Scientists are only beginning to understand this power.  

Religious belief and practice is often time neglected because mankind becomes too busy and obsessed with the material world it can readily see, forgetting about the invisible world of the spirit and its needs.

HAPPINESS
Happiness is possible. Believe in its reality, and work with earnestness to obtain it.

 But, so as not to be deceived, do not look for it with things, at places, nor in persons. 

Happiness is an internal state, which flows from peace of mind, which a dignified life,

without anxiety can furnish. 

Although you may be lacking in money, favored social position, or health,


you can be happy, living with resignation and faith in God.  



(From the book Happy Life, communication received by Joanna de Angelis through the mediumship of Franco Divaldo, translated into English by Yvonne Limoges.)
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