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“Unshakable faith is that, which can stand face to face with reason, in all epochs of humanity.”
NEWSLETTER- January 2002

A NEW YEAR BEGINS, PROVIDING NEW OPPORTUNITIES

          The start of each calendar year allows us to make new resolutions, or at the very least, reevaluate our lives a little. As  Spiritists, we should especially look to the people who are most close to us, and see if we are fulfilling our obligations and comporting ourselves properly,  to our spouses, our children, our parents, and our closest friends.  We know that many, if not most, of the people in these relationships are there because the opportunity has been provided for expiation, reparation, and for missionary purposes, due to karmic laws. We each have duties to fulfill and we should try and fulfill them to the best of our abilities. 

          Our conduct here in the material world is very important, to ourselves and to others, as it is here where we put into practice our good intentions. Always let LOVE be your Guide and do what you feel is right in your heart. When you feel like you have lost control over things, after you have done your best, put yourself in God‘s Hands. Remember, He does not give us a heavier load than we can handle. Besides, most of us knew what our  trials would be, and, we willingly accepted them before we incarnated, as a means to our own spiritual progression. 

          In addition, the power of prayer is always available to us in our hour of need. No special place or fancy formulas are necessary to pray to God or our protector spirits, who know our pain and who love us. Spiritists understand that sicknesses, heartaches, sorrow, and the suffering of this life have their causes due to our own imperfections, in either this life or past lives. Prayer will NOT REMOVE all obstacles, but it can help to alleviate the situation so we can avoid our becoming desperate, and give us the spiritual solace and strength, to go through them all the much easier. God never abandons us!!

SPIRITUAL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH  

          As the telescope opened up the skies to reveal that our planet is but a speck in an infinite universe, and, the microscope revealed the myriad of creatures hitherto invisible to us, so mediumship, through reason, study, and experimentation will assist mankind to ascertain and prove our own true natures. Mainstream science is seriously studying what has been called “psychic phenomena”, and, what traditional religion want us to believe solely by faith, will  be eventually proven to the general population to exist by proofs. Scientists (at the government’s National Institute of Mental Health, University of Virginia, University of Arizona, Princeton University, and at many others) are currently studying among other things: telepathy, the power of prayer, religious healing, the affects of religious belief on health, the abilities of people who call themselves mediums, and, they are obtaining amazing results. These scientists may not know yet how to interpret the data retrieved but, this will come in time as more evidence is accumulated. 

          As the theory of evolution has been generally accepted to be true, by rational and educated  people, eventually the existence of the soul and its natural properties will also become a scientific fact, based on the 
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preponderance of evidence obtained via serious spiritual scientific research.  There is a material world and a spiritual world, and we are part material and part spiritual; both these aspects must be studied in order to have a more complete understanding of the natural laws that govern the universe.  Mankind and its science has now advanced in the scientific method and in technology, to the extent wherein study of the spiritual part of our natures and the spirit world, and its interaction with the material world, can be better accomplished without attributing these natural phenomena, subject to natural laws, to superstition and religious fanaticism. Most major traditional religions already accept the existence of the soul and its immortality, but people nowadays want to accept these things through reason not only by faith.  The conclusion that spirits and a spiritual world truly exists, and further, that reincarnation provides for spiritual progression and is one of the natural laws of the universe, will definitely have a profound affect on many sciences, as well as philosophy and religion. It is an exciting time to be a Spiritist!  (some information taken from the book of GENESIS by Allan Kardec) 
THERE IS NO DEATH - 

After the September 11th tragedy, the following spirit communication was received from the mother of Jacqueline Benenati, a current member of our Spiritist Society of Florida: 

“Everyone is talking about death. Can’t your world understand that there is no death? If you believe that you are ‘spirit’, you have to believe that YOU never die; only your material body dies. So many of you fear death for various reasons, but if you knew what the ‘true life‘ is, you would not fear it at all.  When I returned to the spirit world I came home. Yes, I did leave behind loved ones who mourned me, but I mourned them more. They still had to deal with material life and all that goes with it, wh[image: image1.png]


ile my trials and tribulations were over.”  

“My daughter stills mourns for me and I try to instill in her that she need not. She needs to remember that I live! The day of my death should be celebrated just as it were my birthday.  You cannot truly comprehend what spirit life is all about until you are here again. The weight of the material life is but a faint memory to some, until a loved one calls [from your world]. There is no ‘Time’ here - this permits many tasks here to be accomplished.”

“All of your loved ones in the spirit world wish to convey their love. The most important thing for you to remember is that you are here to progress morally and spiritually. Put aside your material trappings long enough to ponder on the true meaning of Life. You are here to learn, practice, and progress.  My passing from the material to the spiritual world would have been much more difficult had it not been for my knowledge of Spiritism.   I thank God for giving me the opportunity to have this knowledge.”  - Charlotte                                                                                       
YOUNG PEOPLE and  INVOLVEMENT IN SPIRITIST CENTERS 

(from a Brazilian Spiritist magazine, Colmeia, article written by a young man - translated from Spanish):

We need to participate in Study Groups and Mediumship Sessions. Let us not forget that the ‘adults’ involved in the Doctrine will leave us one day and it is for this reason we need to join them in acquiring experience, which is so important, in order to be able to replace them, and to even start new Groups.  In our country of Brazil, in the thousands of existing Spiritist Centers, a tremendous amount of noble and illustrious spirits communicate. The Spiritist Center, is the first-aid station par excellence, for us, as well as for the disincarnated spirits. At these Spiritist meetings, we receive many messages of encouragement, wise counsels, urging and fortifying us, on our travels [in Life]. In Spiritist Groups, the meetings are of an instructive character and not where one seeks novelty and frivolity.  We feel confident, protected, strong, and happy. There we work for ourselves, and for others. With Kardec, Always!  - Ivan
                                                    The Spiritist Society of Florida
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FROM THE BOOK - LIFE AND DESTINY 

          “The diverse beliefs of humanity are but the gradual development of the divine ideal reflected in thoughts, with more and more purity and brightness, as the mind develops in refinement. The belief and understanding of a period of time, represents the measure of Truth which men of that epoch can seize and comprehend, until the development of their faculties and their consciences, enables them to perceive a higher form and, a more intense radiation of the Truth.” by Leon Denis, from his book, LIFE AND DESTINY.

BOOK TRANSLATIONS 

                    Ed Crespo, founder of our Spiritist Society, translated from Spanish into English the book ,

THE MEMORIES OF FATHER GERMAIN written by Amalia Domingo Soler. Father Germain used, a   medium who has remained anonymous, to impart his story to Ms. Soler, who was a famous and prolific Spiritist writer in Spain. The book is about a priest who lives in a small parish and how he cares for the people there. The stories are very touching and beautiful in the way he provides spiritual solace to the many he assists. The book is being currently edited by us and, God-Willing, we may soon be able to get it published.            

THIS YEAR IS OUR  TWENTIETH YEAR ANNIVERSARY!!!! 

We are very proud to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of our group this year! The Spiritist Society of Florida meets at 9 AM on the last Sunday of each month (except for December) at a church, The Temple of Love and Healing, 3700 40 Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida.  Our service, which lasts approximately 2 hours,  includes: lecture, discussion, mediums’ working session, and prayer. We have a class for children monthly separately. We also supply material to many other Spiritist Centers. We correspond with other Spiritist organizations in the US, Europe, South America, England and Australia. We are a non-profit, non-denominational organization. We subsist solely on donations.

                                                                                   Newsletter written and edited by Yvonne Limoges 

                                                                                                   Mailing address:  5042 22 Ave. North                                                                                                                                             

                            





                   
           St. Petersburg, FL 33710


                                                                                                                 Email:    ylimoges@aol.com
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