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CIVIC RESPONSIBILITIES

As we approach election time here in the United States, we urge all registered voters to perform their civic duty in exercising their conscience. Americans are very fortunate that we can exercise this right. The spirit communication below, received by Allan Kardec, indicates that there are three areas in life we are responsible for and being a citizen is one of them. Remember, we are responsible for all our actions, or inaction, in facilitating progress, for ourselves and the common good. 

“Each person consists of three characters: that of the individual, a being within itself; a member of a family; and finally, that of citizen. Under each one of these aspects, one can be criminal or virtuous. In other words, one can be the virtuous father of a family, and at the same time, criminal as a citizen, or vice versa, and this is what is found in a our successive existences.”  

(Excerpt from, Posthumous Works, a book published after the death of  Allan Kardec, from information he was compiling for later release, translated from the Spanish edition into English, by Yvonne Limoges from The Spiritist Society of Florida.)

A GREAT SPIRITIST BOOK - “THE GOSPEL AT HOME”

We would like to bring to the attention of our readers of a small, lovely book in English entitled The Gospel at Home  published by the Allan Kardec Educational Society and can be ordered from them on their website at www.allan‑kardec.org/. Each chapter is comprised of small sections taken out Allan Kardec’s The Gospel According to Spiritism. This arrangement makes it a little easier for those new to the Doctrine to understand it and assimilate it, without finding it so overwhelming. It is also great for teenagers. It also contains very thoughtful supplemental material, and lists discussion questions as well. We highly recommend the book! 

MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT GHOSTS AND HALLOWEEN
As we approach Halloween, I want to discuss a common misconception. Just as people in the past believed spirits or ghosts roamed the earth mostly Halloween night, currently many persons believe that if they learn about Spiritism, which explains the change we call “death” and the science of the interaction of the material world with the spirit world, that they will all of a sudden start being haunted by spirits. Both are untrue. Little do people know that, whether it’s Halloween time or not, the spirit world is in constant contact with the material world, people are just not aware of this interaction. Spirits are one of the forces of nature and influence us more than we realize. God created both the material and spiritual worlds and they are a part of the natural order of things. Let’s also remember that the spirit world is strictly controlled by the morally superior spirits, that good is always more powerful than evil, and nothing ever happens without God’s Will.  
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS - advice
“[In] respecting to the duty which man owes to the race of which he is a unit, to the community of which he is a member, we strive again to crystalize into one word the central idea which should animate him. That word is CHARITY. Tolerance for divergences of opinion; charitable construction of doubtful words and deeds; kindliness in dealings; readiness to help, without desire for recompense; courtesy and gentleness of demeanor; patience under misrepresentation; honesty and integrity of purpose, tempered by loving-kindness and forbearance; sympathy with sorrow; mercy, pity, and tenderness of heart; respect for authority in its sphere, and respect for the rights of the weak and frail: those and kindred qualities.....we sum up in the one word Charity, or Active Love.”  - Imperator 

(The above excerpt taken from a 1912 edition book called Spirit Teachings written through the exceptional mediumship of William Stainton Moses. He was born in England in 1839, received his degree from Exeter College Oxford, became a clergyman then later an English professor at University College School. Around the 1870's, he became interested in Spiritualism and eventually his mediumship abilities developed, which at first produced remarkable physical effects: spontaneous manifestations of noises, music, lights, scents, movements of heavy objects such as chairs and tables, etc. The excerpt above was received through him by his spirit guide Imperator. William Stainton Moses established The London Spiritualist Alliance and became its first President, he was a founding member of the Psychological Society of Great Britain, and took an active interest in the formation of the Society for Psychical Research in England.)         
GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS
While traditional churches continue teaching their dogma and promoting a blind faith, the spirit world works unceasingly to increase humanity’s knowledge of our spiritual reality by influencing those, who would act as “inspirational mediums” (writers, etc.) to transmit their ideas. They use those they know will reach the masses, to instruct mankind regarding our true natures, examples are movies like The Others and The Sixth Sense. In my opinion, this has occurred with a new popular book.

According to an article on October 22, 2002 in the St. Petersburg Times, taken out of the New York Times, a book of fiction entitled The Lovely Bones written by Alice Sebold has become the best selling book of  year 2002. This book is about a young girl who describes what happens to her family and those around them, after she is raped and murdered, narrating her story after her material death from “heaven” or, as we Spiritists would say, from the spirit world. 

It is wonderful to see a story where even after a most horrible event (a worst case scenario of rape and murder of a young girl) the story still provides hope and relates that material death is not the end of us. It goes along with Spiritist ideas that the soul lives on, that it can influence and visit the material world, that it knows what continues to happen in the material world, and that they still care about the family and friends which they left behind here. 

I truly believe that this book is inspirational instruction from the spirit world of the realities of spiritual and material life. This knowledge is what is being craved for and needed, as we can see by the book’s popularity,  to fill the void left by the unanswered questions that traditional religions leave us, regarding life after death. The Creator uses what avenues are available to teach us, especially to those who claim no religious denomination and attend no religious institution, which are many in the United States.
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