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THE SPIRITIST SOCIETY of FLORIDA

Organized in 1982
“Unshakable faith is that, which can stand face to face

 with reason, in all epochs of humanity.” 


      SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
REFLECTIONS ON  9/11
One year has passed since the United States was attacked and as I watched the memorial programs and services dedicated to 9/11 on television, I became so very sad, because so many believed that their loved ones were lost forever, others felt God had abandoned them, and some people lost their faith (even some clergymen) because of what happened.

I wish I could have taken each of these people, so hard hit and desperate, and make them understand that their loved ones have not disappeared, although they may be invisible to their physical eyes. I wish I could explain to those who have lost their faith, that this one life is not all there is; that we have lived before and we shall live again. I also wish I could make them understand that each person’s many existences are all linked together, and that to understand present events, we must know about our past lives, and that always...God is All Justice and Compassion.







        

- Yvonne 
FLORIDA SOCIETY NEWS 
Our Society is extremely pleased to announce that The Advanced Study Group of Spiritism website 

at:  www.geae.inf.br/en/  will have (as we edit and send them each chapter) the entire book of The Memoirs of Father Germain by Amalia Domingo Soler, translated from Spanish into English by our Director, Ed Crespo. The author of the book, Miss Soler, was a very famous Spiritist in Spain and her books are considered classics. Anyone will be able to read, access, and print the book for the first time in English. We would especially like to thank, Antonio Leite, from the Advanced Study Group, for acting as liaison and specifically working with us on this important project. Also, Ademir has done a beautiful job of putting the book on the site. In addition, we were very pleased to meet with one of the founders of their website, Jose Cid  from Brazil, who visited us here in St. Petersburg recently. 

In addition, their Study Group invited our Director Ed Crespo and myself, to be on their Editorial Board. We were very honored to be asked and we have graciously accepted. The website has new articles each month relating to Spiritism, in three languages: Portuguese, Spanish, and English. We are very proud to be affiliated with such a wonderful forum for the study of Spiritism. 


           
- Yvonne
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TIME ON SPIRITUAL MATTERS

We do not spend enough time on our spirituality compared to our materiality. Most of our thoughts and efforts are spent on food, our homes, jobs, etc. We strive for material wealth and success, while too little emphasis is placed on our spiritual advancement. 

We are placed in the material world to learn lessons with the objective of progressing morally and spiritually. At death, the physical body is left behind, while the spirit or soul, returns to its original home. It is at that time, we will then review our progress and find what was left undone. 

Every day, we should try to accomplish something more than the day before. Whether rich or poor, it costs nothing to give a smile, or kind words of encouragement, or to temper one’s emotions, etc. The size of the action means nothing, the sincerity is what counts. As we become more aware of our spiritual side, we will be more able to address those issues that need improvement. It does not have to occur overnight, or all at once; issue by issue should be examined, one at a time. This is the only way towards moral and spiritual progress.  

Written by Jacqueline Benenati
A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD

When imperfect mankind puts more faith in themselves, than in God and His Perfect Justice, it tends to, unfortunately at times, use violence as a way to try and resolve dilemmas........We offer this prayer for the world: 

“....The harmony of the universe is proof of a wisdom, a prudence and a foresight which surpasses all human faculties. The Name of a Being Who is supremely great and wise is written on all the works of Creation, from the humble grass and the smallest insect, up to the stars and planets in space....Blind then is the one who does not recognize Your works, prideful is the one who does not worship You, and ungrateful is the one who does not give you thanks....”

“Lord, you gave man laws full of wisdom, which would make him happy, if only he observed them. With these laws, justice and peace could be established, and all could help each other, instead of causing mutual harm as they do. The strong should uphold the weak, instead of crushing them. All the miseries of the world stem from the violation of Your Laws, because there is not one infraction that does not bring its fatal consequences....You gave us the liberty ....to choose between good and bad, so we have the merit and the responsibility for our acts. No one can protest ignorance of Your laws, because in Your Paternal Providence You desired that they be recorded in the consciousness of each one, without distinction as to cults and nationality.”

“The day will come.....when all will recognize in You, the Supreme Lord of all things, and the reign of Your Laws will herald Your Reign here on earth......[we ask] that you hasten Your accession by giving to mankind the necessary enlightenment which will conduct us along the pathway of Truth!”    - Amen
(Excerpt taken from The Gospel According to Spiritism, Chapter 28, by Allan Kardec, translated from the French into English by Janet Duncan.) 


*********************

The Spiritist Society of Florida holds its meetings at The Temple of Love and Healing on 3700 40 Avenue North, in St. Petersburg, at 9 A.M. the last Sunday of each month, except in the month of December.  
Newsletter edited by Yvonne Limoges
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