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A NEW YEAR BEGINS 
We wish all a spiritually profitable new year no matter what duties, trials, or tribulations one may be experiencing, or will be experiencing. The existence of one material life is but an infinitesimal flash in time compared to the life of our immortal soul. Let’s keep our faith ever strong in the Almighty, be hopeful and positive-minded, and use prayer as a soothing balm to ease us in accomplishing our tasks and responsibilities. We, as Spiritists, know “the whys and wherefores of Life” so... we must endeavor to act like we do as well.   

THE IGNORANCE OF PREJUDICE
Since Spiritists believe in reincarnation, we are very aware that prejudice is something that is ridiculously contrary to our beliefs. People who are extremely prejudice will not be able to accept Spiritism. Spiritists know  that a spirit can incarnate into a material body of any sex, race, color, or ethnic group. It can incarnate into a poor or rich family, and anywhere in between. It can be born into a body with all ranges of physical and/or mental and emotional disabilities. A spirit can be born into a body deemed beautiful, or one deemed ugly. It can incarnate into a body born in any country, and into a family with any cultural or religious heritage. Even a person being too thin or too fat can bring on prejudice and harsh criticism from others. Prejudice is lack of charity.

I bring this topic up because this past Monday was a Federal holiday in reverence of the work of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.. A man who faithfully, and using peaceful techniques such as “civil disobedience”, worked hard for racial equality in this country. He was instrumental in abolishing the Jim Crow laws which discriminated against black people and helped in passage of the Federal Civil Rights Laws. He won a Nobel prize for his efforts and in respect of his work. 

I personally have experienced prejudice growing up in the South in St. Petersburg, Florida. I attended racially desegregated schools (there were no Hispanics or other minorities either) until my second year of high school. I was the darkest kid in school (being Spanish and having a marvelous tan playing out in the sun a lot) and the only one who had pierced ears and wore ear rings. I encountered  prejudice throughout my elementary and middle school years.    

It was not until 1971 that our schools here were court-ordered to be integrated. And when this happened, although I could stay in my originally “white only” high school because I attended honor classes, I did not care for this very large high school which had the Dixie flag as its emblem. So, I went to see the school administration and demanded a formal transfer to the only originally built “black only” high school in town (other whites who did not attend honor classes already had been transferred there). What I found there on my first day of attendance shocked me and I will never forget it. The school was run down, the desks seemed about 30 years old, all the books were worn and very old, and the library had only a small collection. Well, within weeks of the
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“white children” arriving, we started getting all new books and materials and the school was completely renovated. We got only the new teachers right out of college (teachers with seniority obviously did not want to go to the “black school”). I, in fact, was very happy there; the school was smaller, more personal, and everyone got along fine. In addition, we had no racial disturbances like at some of the originally “white only”schools (which was mostly instigated by white kids and their parents). 

Yet, here it is in the year 2003 and in my city of St. Petersburg, recent investigations have found that there is still blatant discrimination in housing practices. Most black people live on the south side of town and most whites live on the north side. Apparently, local government officials and real estate agents want to keep it that way.   

Spiritism plainly brings down each individual to their most basic element... and that is that we are each    “a spirit”, the same and all equal, in the Eyes of God. We start at the same place in our soul evolution and all end at the same place, no matter what material forms we take in between. Until people change and evolve within themselves, within their very souls, prejudice unfortunately continues in all its terrible forms.

SHARING OUR DECEMBER YOUTH CLASS
Our youth group watched and discussed the movie the “King of Kings” based on the life of Jesus as written in the Bible. I believe Jeffrey Hunter was very charismatic and did an excellent job as Jesus. As our group watched the movie, we stopped the tape to discuss various portions: 1) basic Christian beliefs in general and how they differ from Spiritism; 2) the acts of Jesus’ superior mediumship; 3) Jesus’ foreknowledge of His important mission and His suffering; 3) and the teachings of Jesus on the Sermon on the Mount and what they mean from a Spiritist perspective as in Kardec’s The Gospel According to Spiritism, ......besides discussing other things. They always have many interesting questions. We especially watched how Jesus, a very morally evolved and superior soul, acted and  reacted in different situations always with peace, love, and charity. 

This reminds me that most of our society’s protagonists (our heros) seem to solve all problems with only violent solutions, on the TV, in the movies, etc. We need to assist our children to recognize this. We need to teach them that it is harder and takes more moral courage, to do and be good, and stand by one’s principles, in dealing with material life, than to resort so easily to violence. Since kids nowadays enjoy movies better than reading, besides “a picture is worth a thousand words,” it is a great tool to expose our children to movies which have moral messages and are about real people who solve problems without violence (an excellent example we have used is the movie “Gandhi” with actor Ben Kingsley.) 

UPDATED WEBSITE


Due to the generosity of our very dear friends, Mona and Fares, and at their own expense, we now have a new and improved SS of FL website. It will contain our monthly newsletters, which will be archived, and  periodically other Spiritist articles. We bless them and we know God does, too! We thank them profusely!

The Spiritist Society of Florida website is:  www.ssfl.faresinsights.com
This site will refer to The Advanced Study Group of Spiritism website for regular Spiritist articles in English and the continued chapters of the book The Memoirs of Father Germain by Amalia Domingo Soler.

The Advanced Study Group of Spiritism website is:  www.geae.inf.br/en/
 The Spiritist Society of Florida newsletter written by Yvonne Limoges (email: ylimoges@aol.com)
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