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“Unshakable faith is that, which can stand face to face

 with reason, in all epochs of humanity.” Kardec 


     



     MAY 2003 NEWSLETTER
SUPERSTITION AND MATERIALISM  
Superstition and Materialism are two beliefs which will eventually disappear as the people of this planet morally and spiritually evolve. As Spiritists, we know that the Law of Progress will provide for their eventual elimination accomplished through increased interaction with the spirit world and the rational study of the moral and religious philosophy behind that natural phenomena, which provides a logical and scientific understanding for the true purpose of life. This knowledge changes a person’s perspective on how they should live their life and they gain a truer understanding of their relationship towards the Creator. 
Superstition, which is belief out of ignorance, can cause people to believe in a blind faith, one that has no rational or scientific basis. It encourages people to depend too much on outward forms and practices of worship, generally neglecting any real inner transformation of a person’s morality for the better. At its worst, superstition can lead to a dangerous fanaticism. 

Materialism is a belief that this material world is all that there is to life. When we die, there is nothing left. This belief can incite people towards selfish behaviors and to value material goods above all else. Trying to have fun (unfortunately for many through self abusive and destructive behaviors) AND making money may become the sole goals in life. It is a life devoid of spirituality. Although the rich seem to be getting richer in this country, we don’t see mass rioting or protesting in the streets against them? Because acquiring material things and getting rich, sadly seems to be the sole goal of too many. They seem to ignore the many sad stories we hear regarding rich celebrities and the unhappiness in their lives.  In fact, the world famous pop idol and singer Madonna in a recent TV interview stated, that although she had achieved “the American Dream” by coming from nothing to reaching total success, riches, and stardom...she said that upon reaching it, she was still unhappy in her life. It wasn’t until she had children, became involved in raising a family, and began pursuing studies into spiritual matters that she felt much happier in her life (by the way, in the interview she expressed a belief in the law of karma).  

So Spiritists....you have a sacred duty to combat these beliefs and gently explain to those who would listen, that we have an immortal soul which reaches into infinity! This is doing a charity. This one life is not all there is! We have had many, and will have many more. We need to concentrate on right conduct and inner transformation, not just on acquiring material goods. And we need to help those less fortunate then we. All suffering has a just cause because God is All Justice, All Love, and All Perfect. The Divine Will is Supreme! Look beyond this one life for true happiness! Let’s trust our inner conscience that God has given to each of us, to help guide our actions, to know what is truly right or wrong. Believe and have faith in the Creator. Worship sincerely, simply, and from your heart! And as for acquiring unnecessary “material things”....more is not better, only being good and helping others (friends or enemies) as one is able, can truly bring us inner solace, peace, and moral progression, and in the process we will transform this planet into one full of Love. 
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HAVING STRONG FAITH IN A TROUBLED WORLD
All over the world so many horrible events are happening (terrorism, war, murder, torture, hunger, greed, disease, etc.) we may become so overwhelmed we may feel despondent, helpless, and at times, even fearful.  

But Spiritists, we should know better than to allow negativity, pessimism, and depression to creep into our lives regarding these matters because we know why there is suffering in the world. Although we certainly sympathize and empathize with our fellow brothers and sisters on this planet... and also help them in any way possible doing charity.... we nevertheless know about reincarnation and its Divine purpose, we know about the law of cause and effect, and we know that our souls are immortal. These bad times are only transitory, for time reaches out to infinity! Pain and suffering is what transforms souls! We must be ever hopeful and have strong faith in the Supreme Intelligence based on the knowledge we have been given.

Fulfill your responsibilities to yourself (emotional, mental, spiritual, and material health), your family, be an active citizen, and as you are able, participate as a member of whatever religious, philosophical, or civic organizations wherein you may be of service to others. Help others less fortunate than you... as you are able. Pray for inspiration and spiritual strength. Pray for others. Then leave the rest to God.

Spiritists should be putting all their faith and belief in the Great Goodness of the Creator and the Total and Perfect Justice and Love that is a consequence of the Divine Will...... for God’s Laws are Perfect, and we as Spiritists know what those laws are....... so we need to trust in that Total Perfection. 

Received inspirationally by Yvonne Limoges
TRUE OBJECT OF MEDIUMSHIP
“Many believe that the [sole] object of mediumship is so one can communicate with spirits; others believe its objective is to be used for healing; others so as to communicate with their relatives. The most noble and profound reason for mediumship is to serve as an instrument wherein one can find the means for the moral and spiritual transformation of humanity.” - written by Professor Pedro Alvarez Y Gasca 

(Translated into English from Spanish by Yvonne Limoges and taken from the book Spiritist Manual - A Selection of Works written by Professor Alvarez Y Gasca, now disincarnated. The book was published in 1989 by The Spiritist Society of Matilde R. de Villar in Mexico.)

A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD
May God and His Sacred Messengers provide us with the spiritual strength and guidance that we all need. May those who through desperation and ignorance act violently, may they be calmed from their inner turmoil and confusion and be helped in what they need, so they may change their behavior. May those who have suffered violence in any form be spiritually fortified by their loving spirit guides in the trials endured, or which are being currently endured. Inspire all of us towards charity; and may those who have more, give to those who have less. Inspire in us, dear God, the desire to help and love one another as brothers and sisters on this planet, being from the same great family of humanity, children all equal before the same Creator.   Amen
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