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GIVING THANKS
Thanksgiving always reminds me to express my gratitude for the many blessings I have received throughout the year, and the many blessings I currently have in my life. But, by human nature, we tend to remember only the “good” things, or events. 

But, as Spiritists, we must also be very grateful for the many trials and tribulations we have suffered this past year, because they are opportunities for spiritual growth, the very reason we are in this material plane of existence. If we have approached and handled our problems well, we will have enhanced and purified ourselves as individuals (spirits in development) and we will have expanded our spiritual horizons in the comprehension of the true meaning of material life; we will have learned valuable moral spiritual lessons. This inevitably helps us progress. So hopefully, we will have learned sufficiently enough that, before leaving this earth (upon our return to the spirit world) we are a much better person, than when we first arrived into this life. 

For when we return to the spirit world, the reasons for our material sufferings will be explained to us and  there is where we will realize the many benefits we have reaped for enduring our adversities; there is where we will receive all the fruits of our labors. Then we will truly understand, in relation to ourselves, God’s Justice. 










PUTTING THINGS INTO PERSPECTIVE
On a TV science documentary, I heard an astronomer say, “there are as many stars in the sky, as there are grains of sand on our planet’s beaches!” Hard to imagine, but it gives us another perspective as to where our solar system fits in, compared to the infinite Universe. We are on one small planet, revolving around a sun, among billions upon billions of them, reaching out into infinity!  As we look into the immensity of space and see the innumerable stars in the sky, as Spiritists, we can imagine the myriad of inhabited worlds, each in their own stage of intellectual, moral, and spiritual development: some of atonement, some of regeneration, and those of the blessed worlds. On each of them, souls are continuously incarnating and reincarnating...growing, progressing,  and evolving, just as we do here on our own earth. Some of us have even been to quite a few of these other planets and many will visit others in future lives. 

Each of these worlds will also have had, and still have, their own religious “prophets” who will try to teach the inhabitants of their planet the same unchangeable Universal Truths we search for. Those that govern the entire Universe. Each of them will have spirits who will incarnate unto their world as their own planet’s version of our Krishna, Buddha, Confucius, Moses, Mohammed, and Jesus and others; enlightened spirits of higher spiritual and moral development who incarnate, at certain times in a planet’s history, for the divine mission 

of bringing knowledge to the inhabitants, in a way they are able to digest them, of the immutable Laws of the Creator.
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This also means that whatever principles we call “Spiritism” have names as numerous as there are inhabitable planets in the universe. Nevertheless, the principles are the same because the Laws of the Creator are Universal, Unchangeable, and Eternal! In addition, each inhabitant (who has a spirit) of every world, shares a common point of origin and the same final destination, and that is... from and to, our Creator. 

Looking at life (and our planet) from this perspective, how petty and insignificant seem all our material differences (ridiculous disputes, problems with gender, race, or national origin, differences in religion, politics, etc.)! Throughout the universe, we have a common origin, and are all spirits equal before God. Therefore, we should learn from each other, and... help, serve, and love one another, no matter what!

Received inspirationally by Yvonne Limoges

THE BEST TEMPLE - from the book Memoirs of Father Germain
(In this chapter, Father Germain is replying to a letter from his church superiors. They told him he was a bad priest because he had not renovated his small parish church by taking money from his poor villagers. The book can be found on website: www.geae.inf.br/en/ click “resources”, then click “e-books” For those without computers please see the Director. - Spiritists should never be ashamed or embarrassed, if our own places of worship are small and are not great churches or cathedrals. What is more important is what is accomplished in our Spiritist groups. We dedicate this section to all our fellow Spiritists!)
“You say that I do not take care of the house of the Lord...! But, what need does the Creator have of churches, when His house is the Universe? What better temple could one want but all of Creation? For lamps, there are suns. For altars there are worlds. Birds sing hymns of praise. The flowers are most beautiful, better than incense, and offer their enchanting perfumes. The green grass is the most beautiful of all carpets. The ocean shores are the best places for prayers... Of what use are houses of brick, for in His house are the innumerable worlds, which circle eternally throughout infinite space?  The temples of the earth are as fragile as everything else on this planet(Christ chose the tops of mountains and fragile boats to preach His sermons, and in so doing, He wanted to prove to us that the cathedral for the saintly spirit, does not have need of any privileged place to announce to man the Reign of Truth in the Epoch of Justice. It is enough that there be apostles of the Gospel. There are no need for houses of stone nor other similar places for prayer. What is needed are men of faith who have fire in their hearts and love illuminating their souls. God needs nothing from man(How is it then, that God, Who is Greater than anything created, could have any need of men on earth to forcefully give Him adoration? He that has everything, needs nothing from no one(.”

“Do not wait for me to take one step towards rebuilding my old church because I'm busy building more durable temples. Do you know what they are?  They are the spirits of my parishioners, the souls of these simple villagers, who will be returning to earth, as many times as is needed for the progress of their souls. I teach them to love God above all else, and others as themselves. I prepare them for the spiritual life, and talk to them about the hereafter. Not the one that the church teaches, but the one that conforms to our sense of reason. I initiate them into the mysteries of immortality; I talk to them of spirit life, that beautiful reality. I teach them to say their prayers in the valleys, in the hills, and in the depths of abysses. I want them to say their prayers when they gather in their homes, when they nourish their bodies, when they get ready for sleep, and when they awaken to go to work. I make them think of God  constantly and, my flock do not pray with only their lips, they pray with their thoughts and from their heart, fixed on goodness. This is why they have no need of a church to pray, because each one of them has a temple within their heart.” - Father Germain
(May God Bless everyone this holiday season! We will resume our meetings and newsletter in January 2004. 

Our website is:  www.ssfl.faresinsights.com 
- The Spiritist Society of Florida)


Written and edited by Yvonne Limoges

