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COMMENTS ON  PASSION OF THE CHRIST - Mel Gibson’s MOVIE

Based on magazine and newspaper reports, the Passion of the Christ movie has been seen by more

than 30 million people since Ash Wednesday and people are still going to see it. This movie has generated a tremendous amount of discussion on TV; there have been many programs with investigative interviews on the subject of Jesus and the Gospels, from both religious and historical perspectives, with members of the clergy and Biblical and religious scholars. In addition, numerous TV documentaries have been shown regarding the Gospels, the life of Jesus, the Bible in general, the Apostles and on current religious books with related topics. Sometimes, controversy provokes interest, interest initiates investigation and then discussion and discovery. This is good if it acts as an impetus for people to stop, out of their daily routines, to truly think about their own personal religious beliefs.  This particular movie was quite different compared to other Hollywood movie versions of the life of Jesus because instead of emphasizing His Teachings, it concentrated on the harsh reality of the suffering Jesus went through in the last hours of His life. The emphasis of the movie, from a Christian perspective, was His Atonement for the sins of mankind.
I saw the movie and although I feel the scourging scene went on a little longer then may have been  necessary for Gibson to make his point, I found the movie very moving. Historians say scourging was actually performed to weaken a person so they would die faster after their crucifixion which was the usual method of execution by the Romans.  It seems to me that the movie accurately portrayed how violent those times truly were. In addition, many of the lines in the movie were taken right out of the Gospels. The movie made me reflect upon my own life in comparison to what I saw regarding Jesus. My first thoughts were... if this most noble, pure, humble, and highly moral soul could undergo, willingly, even half of what was depicted in this movie, how could I ever dare complain about any of my own personal trials and tribulations? Every person (who were Christians or Spiritists) who saw the movie that I personally spoke with, seemed to come away with the same feelings I did. I think many now felt they needed to complain less and be more grateful for the many blessings in their life. In the generally self-indulgent and materialistic society we live in, maybe it was time for people to redirect their  focus onto “the suffering” aspects of Christianity; to make people question more deeply why did Jesus have to suffer, then die and, why do we all have to suffer? As Spiritists, we comprehend that suffering serves a just and Divine purpose and that it is for our own soul’s moral and spiritual progression and final purification. 
CHRISTIANITY VERSUS SPIRITISM
Spiritists do NOT believe in the Christian religious dogma of: the Holy Trinity; that Jesus was, or is Divine, or is God; that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost and had a virgin mother; we do not believe in a heaven or a hell; in Original Sin; or, the resurrection of the body. We do not believe in just one material existence. We do not practice any rites or rituals such as baptism or communion. Spiritism has no clergy.  
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Christianity versus Spiritism- continued
What Spiritists DO BELIEVE in is... the existence of a Supreme Intelligence, belief in “reincarnation” of the spirit, and what the Bible calls prophets inspired by the Holy Ghost, Spiritists simply call them mediums, who have the faculty of mediumship. The messages from the Holy Ghost are spirits (in the spirit world) who communicate with mankind. We still must discern the quality and nature of these  spirit communications by way of our reason. Some spirits are those who have physically died and whose spirit is now in the spirit world wishing to communicate with us (good or bad). Some are those morally superior and highly evolved spirits, for many on this planet fail to realize the Creator, via His Spirit Messengers, Has never ceased speaking to us.
WHAT SPIRITISTS BELIEVE REGARDING JESUS of NAZARETH
    
 Spiritists believe that a most superior spirit (one who after a myriad of existences and already highly

evolved) came into this world on a Divine mission as a man named Jesus of Nazareth to teach mankind universal  spiritual and moral truths. We also believe He came to tell mankind that there exists an afterlife (we call it the spirit world, it was called in those times, the Kingdom of Heaven) and that this place was much more important then material life. He taught, “Love God above all else, and others as yourself.” He taught that being a good, humble, and moral person was and is, more important then any material possessions, material titles and honors, or material sensuality upon this earth and He used Himself as an example in His conduct regarding these moral laws.  

Jesus, Who taught only Love and was without sin, willingly suffered the most abject degradation, humiliation, violence, and horrible death, without fear and with total faith in the Supreme Creator. His supreme humility, duty, service, and love for God and His fellow man is our example of how we should conduct ourselves upon this earth. Christians believe there is only one “Son of God.” Spiritists believe, figuratively speaking, that we are all God’s children. The Creator created spirits all equal at their beginning and that WE ALL can progress, through the process of reincarnation (which was called resurrection in Jesus’ times) and ALL reach to the level of a superior spirit such as Jesus, upon this earth. 
Spiritists believe that Jesus is the most morally superior spirit to have ever incarnated upon this planet. The spirit world has consistently communicated this to various mediums at various times. See below for three examples:

In Anna Blackwell’s English translation of Allan Kardec’s The Spirits Book, (Kardec was not a medium but asked questions and received replies from the spirit world via writing mediums) in the revised edition published in France in 1857, in the Third Book, Chapter I, question 625, it asks, “What is the most perfect type that God has offered to man as his guide and model?” The answer given by the spirits, “Jesus.”  

In the book, Spirit Teachings, Section XXX, published in 1912 in London and received through the mediumship of William Stainton Moses, an English Reverend who graduated from Exeter College in Oxford, his spirit guide Imperator says about Jesus, “He always described Himself, a man like yourselves, only [he was] the noblest of the children of men... the truest and purest ideal of man’s perfection...the full realization of human perfection on this earth.”   
In the book called Teachings of Silver Birch, first published in 1938, Hannen Swaffer (a journalist) who worked as a medium starting around 1924 (in what became known as Hannen Swaffer’s home circle) had a spirit guide who called himself  “Silver Birch” who stated this about Jesus, “There has never been on earth anyone through whom the manifestation of spirit has been greater than through the Nazarene.” By the way, the spirit called Silver Birch also taught belief in soul evolution through reincarnation and the plurality of worlds. Those interested in obtaining these lovely books (about 10 of them - spirit messages received over a period of about 7 years) of this spirit can order them at the Two Worlds website (a magazine originally established in 1887
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by the famous Spiritualist Emma Hardinge Britten, who wrote the book  Modern American Spiritualism published in 1870, among others) at www.welcome.to/twoworlds. One may also subscribe there to receive the Two Worlds newsletter as well.  

Other books go further, some spirit communications suggest that the spirit of Jesus is Personally Directing the moral and spiritual development of this planet and it is through His Influence and Co-ordination that now more intelligent spirit communications are being received, among all peoples of the world, in all parts of the globe, which are revealing the necessary Eternal Spiritual Truths to morally and spiritually transform this planet into a better world and into its next stage of moral and spiritual evolution.

THE BOOK - LIFE OF JESUS AS DICTATED BY HIMSELF
I want to bring to the attention of our readers knowledge of a book found on many Spanish Spiritist book lists. The book is entitled Life of Jesus as Dictated by Himself. The book is in Spanish (Castilian). I have read the book and find it fascinating, thought provoking, and very spiritual. I have the 18th edition which was published and printed in 1979 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. It shows the 8th edition was published in 1929. The book is about Jesus Himself communicating through different mediums, relating His life story, presenting a description of His mission here on earth, and clarifying His Teachings and some misconceptions. I leave it to all who would read this book to make up their own minds as to its authenticity. When some at our Center wanted to translate it into English, we were told very gently by our spirit guides that “this work was not meant for you,” but we could translate small sections with care. 

The book has two parts: Part One were communications received by an anonymous medium from France (received in French) called only Medium X in the book I have. This part was originally published in1885 by a group called the Anti-Materialists of Avignon, France in a magazine directed by  Mr. Rene Caille. Years  later, Ernesto Volpi received a copy of the French communications and translated it into Italian (it appears he may have published two editions) in Vercelli, Italy. Interestingly, a Mr. James Smith in Melbourne, Australia from the Spiritualist center The Harbinger of Light  wrote to the Italian Spiritists to say that many of the passages in the book were almost identical to spirit communications received by three of their mediums during the period 1892 through 1899 at their center. In addition, others also wrote to Volpi to say that they had also received either spirit communications that stated the book was indeed authentic and/or they received very similar passages, independently of the one already printed, from other mediums unknown to each other and who knew neither French nor Italian.  
Part Two were communications received in Spanish by a medium named Medium XX, who was in fact Dr. Ovidio Rebauldi. He also was the translator into Spanish of the Italian edition of Part One of the book. Dr. Rebauldi was a prestigious Argentine chemist who founded the Magnetological Argentine Society in 1896 to study the works of Dr. Mesmer. The group later changed its name to the Institute of Metaphysics and they were in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

According to the book, Jesus states that He was born as all humans to a mother Mary and a father Joseph (who was a carpenter). He grew up as most Jewish boys did and he studied in the  synagogue. Later, when older, He came to the conclusion He had a Divine mission to accomplish. He was a medium of the highest caliber and Spirit messengers assisted Him in this. He picked His Apostles from among average working men. During His Ministry He states he never said He was God and He never performed miracles (although it is clear that He possessed an exemplary mediumship which worked within natural laws of which knowledge of Spirit Science can explain which could appear as miracles). He states that many so-called miracles listed in the Bible were exaggerations. He mainly taught adoration of one God, the obligations of fraternal love, and the doctrine of the existence of a future life.            
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He states He could not teach all that He wanted due to the ignorance of the people of the time, but tried to in His parables. He told people they needed to be “reborn, in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven;”He says he taught reincarnation as fact. He Knew what His Divine Mission was (such was His Superior and Moral Spirituality) and knew He was to die. He used the name “Son of God” because  it would be controversial and would elevate His mission beyond that of a prophet. He states He willingly let Himself be taken and undergo suffering and then finally taken to His death by crucifixion. Judas did betray Him but it was out of perceived jealousy; he felt Jesus gave more attention to the other Apostles. Jesus expresses great sympathy for Judas in regards to this matter. Jesus also Knew that his suffering and death would transform Him spiritually, and, His Spirit returning to appear before His Apostles would initiate the start of a moral transformation of this planet. Below we offer a small translation from the book, Life of Jesus Dictated by Himself:
The Universal Religion
“A man detached from worldly hindrances is truly a Son of God. My position as Son of God, my brothers, is more mentally conceivable for those followers of the Universal Religion then for souls confined within the narrow circles of one human religion.

The Universal Religion is founded within the Justice of God, it does not lift up temples for only a fraction of men, it does not have forced external formulas, but it gives peace through Prayer, because Prayer is divested of all of the superstitions that accompany human religions.

The Universal Religion defines a God
 with His Attributes of Grandeur and of Power, human religions define God with the weaknesses inherent in humanity.

The Universal Religion has its home within the Soul as its sanctuary. Human religions are condemned to error and depart from reason.

The Universal Religion manifests itself in the elevation of thought and the desire of perfection. Human religions demand faith without supplying the proofs and sentiments of faith. In their conversions, they conclude with turning men into fanatics or unbelievers.

The Universal Religion, my brothers, says that we are all the same, by virtue of our spiritual origins. The Universal Religion elevates all of us in the future, and in regards to our pasts, guarantees us against pride.

The Universal Religion gives us the exact definition of our being and saves us from desperation, it initiates us into the glory of our God, and promises us happiness in His House.

The House of God is the house of the wise who have already reached crowning perfection. It is the Home of the Son of God...There is the Heaven of the future of the Universal Religion...the end of all your efforts, the work of your existence...conquer perfection of the Spirit!”



“Jesus”

Another small paragraph:
“Maintain yourselves in Faith and Love. Faith asks for your adoration of a Powerful and Strong God. Love dictates to us the duty of Fraternity. Faith illuminates the Spirit. Love does honor to the Soul. We cannot reach Wisdom more so than through the study of God. We cannot be strong without the conception of Fraternity.”

“Jesus”
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