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THE QUEST FOR RELIGIOUS MEANING AND FULFILLMENT

America is one of the most religious - and most religiously diverse (see A New Religious America a book written by professor Diana Eck) - of the modern nations in this world. In addition, the American people and culture are historically democratic, independent- minded, and individualistic. This is very evident today as many Americans individually search for religious meaning, for according to professor of religion Wade Clark Roof, author of  Spiritual Marketplace - Baby Boomers and the Remaking of American Religion, “the boundaries of popular religious communities are now being redrawn, encouraged by the quests of the large, post-World War II generations, and facilitated by the rise of an expanded spiritual marketplace.” He makes the argument, and I believe successfully, that there has been a “shift away from religion as traditionally understood to more diverse and creative approaches.” The American people do not limit their search for religious meaning to only traditional religions, there are no boundaries now. In addition, many Americans (especially those fortunate enough to be middle or upper middle class) the “American Dream,” material wealth, and the sciences have not satisfied their inner need for spiritual meaning (see books The Progress Paradox: How Life Gets Better While People Feel Worse by Gregg Easterbrook and The Paradox of Choice by professor Barry Schwartz.).

Many Christians (and non-Christians too) believe in mediumship, spiritual healing, reincarnation, belief in spirits, a spirit world, and spirit communication, and are trying to determine how these beliefs corresponds with their Christian and/or other traditional religious heritage. They are seeking out and exploring their religious roots and are coming to their own ideas, feelings, and conclusions. They mix belief systems, taking some and rejecting others. The Gnostic Gospels and Beyond Belief written by Elaine Pagels are very popular. They review early Christian belief in gospels found upon ancient scrolls (the Nag Hammadi texts found in 1945 in Egypt) that were not included in the Bible. Some are exploring the Kabbalah. There are books reexamining who Mary Magdalene was, books on women’s religious roles, and exploring a feminine side to God. The book The Da Vinci Code by author Dan Brown published in 2003, although fiction, has been a tremendous best seller and it provides some very interesting facts regarding the history of Christianity, information about some church rituals, and presents some intriguing ideas about Jesus. Many people are only now realizing that there were many texts and gospels written by early Christian sects and many of these had very different ideas regarding what they considered true “Christian belief” which were not included into the New Testament of the Bible.  

Currently, a movie made by actor Mel Gibson called The Passion of the Christ has generated great hype, controversy, and record ticket sales creating much discussion about Judaism and Christianity. I have heard both good and bad opinions about it; controversy appears to be over its bloody scenes and claims of anti-Semitism. I have not seen the movie yet but, I hope it will generate only constructive discussion. It has generated so much attention it should further facilitate a search for religious meaning, especially for those Christians who may have been complacent regarding their beliefs. They may now ask themselves, “What do I truly believe?” This would be a good thing and I also believe that there will be a re-examination regarding the great suffering Jesus willingly accepted on His mission here on earth. 
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QUEST -continued
I see a continued trend that individuals are searching for spiritual truths on their own, forming small study, prayer, and healing groups (without clergy), and are not limiting themselves to any traditional religious doctrines which have been based on blind faith alone but, they are using their own reason to accept (from whatever source) what makes sense to them and which provides for them satisfying answers to Life’s questions, some consolation from suffering, and spiritual fulfillment on a personal level. 
Spiritists believe that the ideas encompassed in what we call “Spiritism” provides the most clear, reasonable, logical, and satisfactory answers to Life’s questions. Faith through reason is its guiding principle. Personal responsibility regarding our own moral conduct which comes with belief in Spiritism is hard to accept for many. But, that and its concept of soul evolution through reincarnation, and its law of cause and effect, we believe, conforms to God’s Supreme Beneficence and Justice. In the book The Gospel According to Spiritism, in the English translation done by Janet Duncan, the morally superior spirits say “...a moral revolution is now in progress, operated and directed by the spirit world, as humanity reaches the climax of its present potentialities and marches toward a new era. It is easy to forecast the consequences which will cause inevitable changes in social relations [for the good] and will be impossible to withstand, because they are determined by God and derived from the Law of Progress which is God’s Law.” - Written by Y. Limoges
GOOD AND EVIL IN THE WORLD
The struggle between light and dark, good and evil, has existed since mankind came into being and throughout history the balance of power has swayed back and forth like a pendulum.

When mankind turns its back on its spiritual nature, the goodness is overtaken by the evil and so darkness hides the light. Look at your history to those time periods when it was darkest. But, light and goodness are never fully enveloped and mankind rallies to remove the clouds so that the sun can once again shine.

 
Mankind constantly fights those forces that would cause its undoing and downfall. That fight begins with

the moral rehabilitation of one’s soul; become the spiritual being that you truly are and all else will follow..

            Spirit communication received by Jacqueline Benenati 

DO YOU FEEL A VOID IN YOUR LIFE?
There are many of you who have searched to fill a void in your lives. In the course of your life, as soon as you have achieved what you thought would make you happy, you found it had not. Yet, you searched on, moving from one material thing or goal to another, to try and fulfill your life and to give it some meaning.   

Only some of you came to the realization that your search should not be for the material but for the spiritual. You are spiritual beings and come from the world of spirit. Whatever material goods, titles, and wealth you amass will never fill the void you feel and all these will be left behind upon your return to the spirit world. The soul needs and feeds on spiritual nourishment and until you turn from the material to the spiritual, you will always hunger. 
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EACH OF US HAS A MISSION 

To all who read these words there is still much to be done on your planet before major changes for good can occur. Each of you has the responsibility to try and put into practice the teachings of those whom God has sent as your examples. You are no longer asked to give up your life but are asked to give what you can to make your world a better place. You must find your own way in doing this. Each has something to give to another and if you put God first in your life then all else will follow.
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