ADVANCE \d4
THE SPIRITIST SOCIETY of FLORIDAOrganized in 1982Edgar Crespo, Director "Unshakable faith is that, which can stand face to facewith reason, in all epochs of humanity." Kardec JULY 2004 Newsletter
ADVANCE \d4WHY MANY PEOPLE WILL NOT ATTEND A SPIRITIST “SPIRIT SESSION” ADVANCE \d4It has been our experience after over 22 years of having a Spiritist Center and spirit sessions (which is always open to the general public) that there are very interesting and specific reasons why people, will NOT actually attend. People have told us many of these reasons. Although we try to alleviate their concerns, we must accept the fact that not everyone is ready for the study of Spiritism. They do not attend even though they may be very curious about what happens there, they may want to contact a deceased loved one, some ask us questions later about what happens at the meeting, many receive our newsletters, and some are even mediums. Below are some of these reasons: 

ADVANCE \d4- They believe the mediums will read their minds. 

ADVANCE \d4- They believe scary things will happen. 

ADVANCE \d4- If they come, spirits will follow them home. 

ADVANCE \d4- They fear the unknown - period. 

ADVANCE \d4- Embarrassing information about them may be revealed by the spirits to everyone present. 

ADVANCE \d4- They are afraid about what a spirit may communicate to them and what they may say. 

ADVANCE \d4- They are afraid of what message a medium may receive for them. 

ADVANCE \d4- They are afraid of being reprimanded for things they may be doing which are not morally or ethically correct. 

ADVANCE \d4- Many are afraid of the Spiritist Concept of “personal responsibility” for all our actions, so they are afraid about their incorrect actions being brought to their attention regarding their own personal character, bad habits, etc. 

ADVANCE \d4- Many are afraid that what Spiritists are teaching may actually be true and then they may have to change their whole way of thinking regarding life and how they behave or suffer the consequences; to them ignorance is bliss. 

ADVANCE \d4- Many believe in the Spiritist Doctrine but their pride keeps them from attending because they know the more information they know the more responsible they are for their actions. 

ADVANCE \d4- Those who are mediums refuse to attend because they refuse to practice their faculty of mediumship for various reasons: out of plain fear; lack of self-confidence; they do not want the responsibility; just plain lack of effort on their part; afraid that using their mediumship will require them to become more moral and they do not want to try and change; and/or they may feel unworthy; they do not want to undergo the study and discipline it requires; and/or they may be afraid of suffering spiritual obsession (although this can happen without their attendance). 

ADVANCE \d4In response to the reasons for NOT attending a Spiritist “Spirit Session” we provide the following: 
ADVANCE \d4The Spiritist Session is a most sacred tool performed with the utmost seriousness, solemnity, and religious of intents. All our mediums have over 20 years study, education, training and experience to carry out their sacred duties with sincere pureness of heart and the utmost humility. They never stop studying. They have confidence and faith in their mediumship faculties, extreme faith in the protection provided by their spirit guides and the spirit guides of our Center, and above all else... faith in the OMNIPOTENT CREATOR... FOR WHICH NOTHING HAPPENS WITHOUT HIS WILL, for no one or nothing can disrupt a Spiritist Center when the intent of the mediums and participants is serious, sincere, and conducted in a disciplined and sacred manner and in the name of God. 

ADVANCE \d4God is All Powerful and All Good and All Justice and Compassion. His Superior Spirit Messengers love us and want us to understand Life’s apparent inequities; they want us to be able to communicate with our loved ones who have gone from this material world; they want us to be convinced about “life” after physical death; they want us to learn more about the Universal Moral and Spiritual Laws of the Universe. They do not want to scare us. They want us to learn! They want to console us! They want us to know why we suffer and how to avoid it in our futures! 

ADVANCE \d4Mediums see, hear, and “pick up” from the spirit world only what is permitted by the superior spirits who are all love and very wise. There is strict control by the superior spirits during a Spiritist Spirit session. People need to realize that spirits are everywhere, not only at Spiritist Sessions. Our loved ones in the spirit world would love to be able to speak with their loved ones (though the mediums) still here in the material world. Good and wise spirit protectors only give advice (through the mediums) in a manner and in such a way that many times only that person can understand the particular message. Our experienced mediums are trained (that is why there is mediumship education classes) to be diplomatic regarding sensitive messages and will speak privately to a particular attendee, when necessary. Many spirit communications are given to attendees in a symbolic manner so only they will know the content and true meaning of the message received. At a proper Spiritist session, nothing is going to happen to scare anyone. Nothing is given from the spirit world to a person in question that they cannot handle. Proper Spiritist Centers (and similiar groups) are pursuing in a serious and sacred manner the Supreme Truths of the Purpose of Life and its Universal Laws. Their Mission is Divine and protected by superior spirits and by Permission from the Creator. 
ADVANCE \d4But, we must also say that not everyone is ready to investigate or study Spiritism, or the like; but their time will come in another life time. Spiritists should never force our beliefs on others. It can be frustrating at times but, we are all at different spiritual, moral, and intellectual levels. 

ADVANCE \d4But for those mediums who refuse to use their faculty (and who know they have it), and who know that they could be providing service to others, and they have access to a place where they may use their faculty properly... they will regret their decision to waste its use, during this existence... May God Bless them! Inspirationally written by Yvonne Limoges 
ADVANCE \d4PATIENCE
ADVANCE \d4Patience! What a simple word but hard to practice and I have to admit, I feel I lack it.

ADVANCE \d4It has never been a big role in my life and even though I have supposedly matured, it still eludes me at times. Since I am no longer in the work force, I can try to be patient a lot longer as there is no need for me to rush most of the time. Declining health has also put my life in true perspective. Once I found out the truly important things in life, things become less complicated. Looking back on my life I now realize that most of the time, if I had been a bit more patient, most situations would have worked themselves out instead of me trying to force them.

ADVANCE \d4In this fast paced world most people tend to want everything yesterday. They are in too much of a rush doing what they think are the most important things in life, to realize later, they should have been pursuing things in the complete opposite direction. In this world we forget that there is our time and “God’s Time” and usually the two do not go hand in hand. Written by Jacqueline Benenati
ADVANCE \d4- MESSAGES FROM OUR “ TEEN GROUP “ -
ADVANCE \d4REASON AND FAITH 

ADVANCE \d4We all come to a time in our lives when we want to know why we go though such sufferings, and why our luck always seems to run out at the worst possible time. Then we might start thinking, does God have a different kind of humor or does He just not care enough about us? Why have faith in Him and in the people who love us the most? We hear a lot of people saying that if we are a good person and show love and understanding to all, that we will reach a wonderful place in the spirit world with no more sufferings to go though. But how do we know what they say is true? It seems to be, the more good we do sometimes, the more troubles we have in our life. Now why have faith that the outcome we hope for, will really be there? 

ADVANCE \d4As a Spiritist, I have studied and through reason have come to know the truth of why we go though terrible sufferings such as the loss of a loved one, being fired from a job, or having everything bad that could possibly happen, seem to happen all at once. For whatever the suffering, we know that we must go though it with patience and a good heart, to repay for some wrong doing we did in a past life. Spiritists also know that God is All Love and very fair and He would never do something for the sole purpose of “just because” or that He finds our misery funny. God Loves us all very much and would never do anything to hurt us. 

ADVANCE \d4In fact, He Helps us greatly by making it possible for us to have help in our trials. We are never alone and we always have loved ones by our side, waiting and wanting to help us; all we have to do is ask. We can pray to those in the spirit world for help and guidance. If we still do not have total faith in the teachings [through reason] before us, we can ask for proof in the matter. We are all allowed to pray asking for some kind of proof and it will be given to us. We all can have faith that God Knows what He is doing and that He will not steer us in the wrong direction. Written by Gina Eveland - age 16 

ADVANCE \d4REASONS WHY SPIRITISM IS IMPORTANT TO ME 

ADVANCE \d4There are four main reasons Spiritism is important to me in this life time. For one, it teaches me to be a good person and have good morals. Being a good person is one of the most important things to be. If I didn’t know about Spiritism I probably wouldn’t be as good a person right now as I am. Which is not to say I don’t make wrong choices but Spiritism has helped me a lot in being a better person. 

ADVANCE \d4My second reason is that you are able to know that if someone is suffering you know that it is for a good cause. When people ask, “Why me, why am I suffering?” I wish they knew about Spiritism so they could understand that there is a just reason when certain things happen to them. I’m truly happy that I know the reason I suffer, because I know I may have made wrong choices in previous lives. 

ADVANCE \d4My third reason is the fact that you know this isn’t your only life. Knowing that means that I know that if I mess up in this life I most likely will improve on it in my next life so I can better myself. You also have many chances to do whatever you want in your other lives, just make good choices and most of it will work out for you.

ADVANCE \d4In conclusion, knowing about Spiritism, means if someone dear to you has died, you can talk to them a couple of times through a medium if they are feeling well enough in the spirit world and God Permits it. Knowing that makes me feel better because I know when they die it won’t be the last time I ever will talk to my loved one or dear friend. Written by Michael Limoges - age 13 

ADVANCE \d4
SPIRIT MESSAGE - WHO IS A SPIRITIST?A person may be a “Spiritist” without knowing it if they believe in: immortality of the soul; its need for myriad existences within the material world; the knowledge that one must practice love and goodness; and through these, they believe the soul evolves to its most highest and purest form. These are the basic tenets of what the Doctrine of Spiritism teaches. 

ADVANCE \d4Look beyond names and labels. Look at the essence of things! Search for the common ideas that will eventually bind all humankind within One Universal Belief that is supported with facts because they are Laws of Nature. Science and religion and philosophy will eventually unite! 

ADVANCE \d4But, since the world is full of diverse peoples, each with their own cultures and backgrounds, there will be different terminologies, different methods, different practices, but all backed and supported by a base which is strong and true because it comes from the Creator. What will matter are the basic tenets and sincere intents! Truth can come in many forms and still be Truth. 

ADVANCE \d4Look for similarities among your brothers and sisters with those who have the basics of the knowledge of reincarnation; we in the spirit world encourage tolerance, compassion, and forming alliances, all working towards a common goal which is the moral and spiritual transformation of the peoples of the earth. Practice inclusion, not exclusion. Unity, solidarity, and fraternity! These will save humanity from itself! 

ADVANCE \d4The spirit world, in unity, directs its thoughts and impressions to all humanity in a way so as they can assimilate our ideas. God sends His Message to all His children. We instruct humanity this way in order for it to progress. The ideas are the same, it is mankind who puts them into words they can understand so they can speak and comprehend one another. Try to keep our messages pure; do not let pride add human prejudices to these teachings. 

ADVANCE \d4All we ask is for your sincere and compassionate efforts in helping us to instruct those around you regarding the realities of life; to answer their questions regarding perceived inequalities and what appear to be random catastrophes. There is so much fear out in the world; fear of life and of death. Blind faith is now not enough for mankind to support the trials of material life! The time has come for expansion of the knowledge you call Spiritism”! 

ADVANCE \d4Spirit communication received by Yvonne Limoges
ADVANCE \d4******************
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