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TAKING MATERIAL LIFE FOR GRANTED
ADVANCE \d4
As I contemplate on life, I realized how much we take every day for granted. We tend to accept all the blessings that God gives us, so casually. If we stop to think of our average day, starting with our rising in the morning, until we go to bed at night, there are probably more than a hundred blessings in that one day (even if we think it is not what we may consider a good day). 

So, we all must each and every day stop every so often and thank God for all He grants us... starting with conception. Life is a wondrous phenomena; our physical bodies are mechanical wonders that doctors are still finding new things about every day. Look at Nature, at plants and how a tiny seed can grow into a gorgeous flower or vegetables or fruit trees. It is all so marvelous but we take these things every day for granted. We seem to think we have this all coming to us, yet we don't realize how tenuous all our lives are. If the sun stopped shining and plants stopped growing and babies just stopped coming, this would all end slowly and surely. 

But God watches over us and grants us all these wonderful blessings and gives us the most preciousgift of all - FREE WILL. But, with that free will comes responsibility. We are thinking humans and we must make the right choices, if not, there will be consequences, for we reap what we sow. And although we all are saddened by what we call “death,” that is also a part of Nature, for we all return home one day [reunited back in the spirit world]. So must thank God for the time He grants us here... and be ready to go back when He calls....such is life on this planet. 



Received inspirationally by Angelica Masiar
WHAT TO PRAY FOR
In one of the Silver Birch books, I remember his spirit saying,“the worst thing that could happen to a lot of people would be if their prayers were answered.” I thought about this and realized only God knows what is best for us and can see what is in our future. When we pray and ask that our prayers be answered, we cannot see the future outcome. We only look at the present and immediate future. Most of the time, we do not think of the long term effects of our prayers. Would we be so quick to pray for something if we knew that what we were praying for would be harmful to us in the future or affect our lives in a negative way? Would we still ask for an end to our sufferings if we knew that our trial would help us become a better person both on a moral and spiritual level?  

We are taught to pray for many things and in many ways. However, what is usually overlooked is that each of is here to experience and learn, by trial and error. It is in that “learning” which helps us progress, so what we really need to pray for is guidance, enlightenment, and spiritual strength, not for a quick end to our problems. We should ask for calm resignation to help us endure what we are experiencing. We must have the faith to know that whatever we go through, in the end, will make us stronger.                Written by Jacqueline Benenati    
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MY THOUGHTS ON SPIRITISM


We Spiritists are asked, “what is it about your belief that sets you apart from others?” My answer is this:   we believe that after death our souls live on in an afterlife and we can still speak with these souls of the departed through people we call mediums. Professor Allan Kardec and his books from the 1850's, clearly and fully explains the above and that it is all true and still applies to this very day. The information in those books are from the teachings received by the spirits themselves.

The Spirits Book starts by explaining the role of our Heavenly Father, the Creator. It goes on to explain that we are composed of a spirit and a physical body when we are in the material world. By the laws of nature, when our physical body dies, our spirit lives on in another dimension we call the spirit world. It is a world that is all around us, even though we for the most part are not aware of it, or see it; although it truly exists. In this book, it also explains why we are here in the material world, and that the purpose is for us to progress, spiritually and materially. Spiritually, meaning the moral progress of our soul, AND, materially by being members on this planet called Earth where we progress in reason and intelligence, creating human inventions, and the like.

Spiritism explains the answers to questions that have been pondered upon down through the ages. Why are there such inequities in the situations of peoples’ lives? Why do some people for the most part live with good health and others live with maladies of all kinds? Why are some destitute and others rich? If we read the books on Spiritism we can learn all about “the whys” of what some call the injustices of our world. The answers to much of these questions are that we are expiating for many past indiscretions from previous lives, for we learn that this is not our first lifetime but only one of many. Some of our material lives may have been in the female gender and some in the male gender! Only reincarnation can explain all of these apparent inequities rationally. We recommend that you read the books of Kardec with an open mind to find the answers to questions such as the above. If you find something which puzzles you, drop us a line and we will try and help you.

Written by Edgar Crespo
“FANTASY” MOVIE WINS ACADEMY AWARDS - FIRST TIME IN HISTORY

Author J.R.R. Tolkien, an Oxford Professor of ancient languages, took about 15 years (starting around  1939) to complete writing a book entitled The Lord of the Rings. American college students made this book extremely popular in the1960's and it has been considered the most highly read book in the 20th Century, after the Bible. Now made into three movies, which I thought were wonderful, they have broken many box office attendance records; these movies have been very popular with the masses. I believe it is very significant that the last movie third in the book’s trilogy received 11 academy awards (including Best Movie of the Year and Best Director) because a fantasy film has never been taken seriously enough to ever been awarded an Oscar. 

In my humble opinion, the reasons this last movie won so many awards is because: besides being a great movie epic done beautifully on the screen, I firmly believe its universal appeal inspires great hope in people, even under very desperate situations, as the characters in the movie did, because they had strong faith that there is goodness in the world and through self-sacrifice, things can be made aright (something people need in these seemingly uncertain times), AND, even more importantly, I believe in general, people have now more widely accepted within their soul’s intuition what many would call “psychic phenomena” as something real (obviously even the movie establishment). Thus, these phenomena are believed by many and are not considered just “fantasy” anymore.

The Lord of the Rings movies contain (although not specifically in each movie) various examples of: vivid visions and dreams; spirit communication; belief in an afterlife; an example of what might be called an exorcism being performed on King Theoden by Gandalf; there is an example of a reincarnation involving Gandalf (or resurrection, depending on your point of view); some characters (mainly the elves) have enhanced qualities of
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 intuition, prophesy, foresight, and telepathy; people’s souls visit others in dreams as they sleep; there are examples of spiritually luminous morally superior beings; there is discussion of freewill, the purpose of life, and having a certain destiny; an indication by Gandalf of the existence of a Supreme and Goodly Power; there are many examples that one should have no fear of physical death; and there is much honorable self-sacrifice by the characters in suffering for the good of the many. Indeed, regarding this last item, it is every race putting their many differences aside, uniting in fraternity for the common good, and understanding that what affects one affects the other, which eventually causes evil to be defeated. 

In the very last movie, after Aragorn is crowned King, he has all around him bow before the little hobbits, and with this gesture it is quite evident that royal titles, riches, great knowledge and power, are nothing in comparison to the high esteem held by everyone for the traits of: Simplicity, Innocence, Fraternity, Humility,  Moral Courage, Goodness, and Love! 
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