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ALLAN KARDEC - CODIFIER OF THE SPIRITIST DOCTRINE - 200th year anniversary of his birth!
When there was a reaching out from the spirit world to the material world during the “table turning” phenomena in the1850's, many serious people studied this phenomena and formed different groups: some were religious, some philosophical, and some scientific. There were even many World Congresses where these different groups met to interchange their ideas regarding this “new” phenomena: first in 1888 in Barcelona; then in 1889 in Paris; and in 1901 in Liverpool. Attempts were made as well to form an international federation but the groups were too diverse and world wars further interrupted their efforts.

Allan Kardec, his pen name, was one individual who formed a group called the Parisian Society of Psychologic Studies. Professor Leon Denizarth Hippolyte Rivail (his real name) was a professor and educator in his own right (many of his books were used in French schools for many years). His society studied this spirit phenomena and he called this new science “Spiritism - the study of the interaction of the spirit world with the material world.” This interaction provided for a new religious philosophy (revealed through spirit communication via mediums, not only from his own Paris Society but from other mediums all over France, Spain, and other countries who sent in their material). This information is what he compiled, in an orderly, logical and scientific fashion, and, which constitute the books he published: The Spirits Book (basic information regarding spirits, their world, and spiritual laws - note not his book but theirs); The Mediums Book (a complete practical guide to serious and responsible mediumship); Heaven and Hell or, the Divine Justice Vindicated in the Plurality of Existences (which explains the difference between the Christian and Spiritist doctrines, their ethics of morality, and it also contains spirit communications - from spirits of differing moral levels); and Genesis - The Miracles and Predictions According to Spiritism (an explanation regarding some scientific aspects of spirit phenomena and possible logical and natural explanations for the so-called “miracles” in the Bible per Spiritist interpretation); and, The Gospel According to Spiritism (the moral teachings of Jesus’ taken from the Bible explained through a Spiritist perspective) and a few other books. All these books were based on spirit communications via mediums. The ideas expressed were not those of Allan Kardec. He differentiated his own words from those which were actual spirit communications. Spiritism is based on teachings from the spirits, not one man. This was done through observation, corroboration of communications, and extreme discernment. All the books above are now finally in English! At the website: www.geae.inf.br/en/
Many other adepts of Spiritism wrote extensively on Spiritism: notably Leon Denis from France, and, Amalia Domingo Soler and Miguel Vives from Spain, and numerous others down to the present day. Spiritism eventually spread from throughout France to Spain and Portugal and to all their colonies in the Americas and the Pacific (the Philippines; the islands in the Carribean- mostly Cuba and Puerto Rico; Viet Nam where “Caodoism” is Spiritist-based; Mexico; and Central and South America). Brazil especially embraced it, and there are more 
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Spiritists living there than any other place in the world. But Spiritist organizations are quite extensive in all these countries. But, it is a fact that Brazilians have been especially proactive in promoting and starting Spiritist Centers in whatever country they may move to. 
Spiritists accept reincarnation as its most basic tenet and consider the most important goal of material life is: to do no wrong, and all the good as may be possible to do, and, to moralize ourselves to the best of our ability. Spiritism also emphasizes liberty, equality, and fraternity!
Spiritists all over the world consider Allan Kardec the person who codified “the body of information” called “Spiritism” that serves solely as the base to build onto. It is an open ended science, as intellectual and moral progress continues, with still more revelations to be revealed by the spirit world to future generations (whether Spiritists or not) as humanity becomes more spiritually and morally evolved. Kardec made this quite clear. In addition, any spirit revelations must pass the tests of corroboration, be analyzed, studied, and be accepted only through our reason and commonsense. The knowledge of Spiritist beliefs has been for Spiritists, corroborated as true so far, through its study and practice of it over 145 years. Spiritists also believe that Kardec’s books are the most concise, serious, accurate, and all-encompassing body of literature on the subject of spirit phenomena, mediumship, and soul evolution through reincarnation, including its related impact on religious, scientific, and philosophical aspects, to date. 
The ideas that are encompassed in what Spiritists call “Spiritism” have gained tremendous momentum throughout the world since the 1850's. Many, many people believe in a soul, a material and spirit world with communication possible between them... through the faculty of mediumship, and belief in soul evolution (or reincarnation) based on the law of cause and effect. Terminologies and jargon may be different but the ideas behind them are the same. So, we believe there has been tremendous progress in the spreading of “Spiritists principles” whether people call these ideas “Spiritist”or not! 
















FROM THE SPIRITS BOOK published by Kardec -

“Spiritism presents three different aspects: the facts of spirit manifestations, the philosophic and moral principles deducible from those facts, and the practical applications of which those principles provide for; hence three classes into which followers are naturally divided, or rather three degrees of advancement by which they are distinguished, as follows:1st, Those who believe in the reality and genuineness of the spirit manifestations, but confine themselves solely to the affirmation of these, and for whom Spiritism is merely an experimental science; 2nd, Those who comprehend its moral bearing; 3rd, Those who put in practice, or, at least endeavor to put into practice, the system of morality which it is the mission of Spiritism to establish. Whatever the point of view, experimental, scientific, or moral, from which these phenomena are considered, every one perceives that they are ushering in an entirely novel order of ideas, which must necessarily produce a profound modification of the state of the human race; and every one who understands the subject also perceives that this modification can only be for good.”   

(Taken from the “Conclusion - Section VII” translated from the French into English by Anna Blackwell)
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