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JULY NEWSLETTER 2005

WHY NO DIVINE INTERFERENCE? 

By Ed Crespo


We view on television and also read daily of human misery and catastrophes occurring all over the world, and the question that often comes up is: Why is there no interference from God or His Messengers? The Creator is supposed to be All Love, and also His Messengers, so why do things happen which might have been averted if there had been spiritual intervention? What explanations do traditional religions give us to this very pressing issue, and how would the Doctrine of Spiritism answer this question?


For the most part, other beliefs remain silent as to the why God and His Helpers do not interfere in life’s vicissitudes. Remember they do not advocate belief in reincarnation. Since they do not believe in the law of cause and effect, or karma as understood by Spiritists, this makes it difficult for them to answer our question.


But Spiritism can answer this question. The Spiritist Doctrine in the book The Gospel According to Spiritism (translated into English by Janet Duncan) teaches in Chapter 5, that “the vicissitudes of life are of two kinds, or if you prefer, stem from two sources,” which are important to distinguish: some have their cause in the present life while others arise out of past lives.
But, some may say why have human miseries at all? To this question, Spiritism teaches “that sufferings due to causes prior to the present existence, as well as those that originate from present causes are frequently the consequences of errors that have been committed.” Therefore, through “the action of a rigorously distributive justice [based on the law of cause and effect] we have come to suffer what we have made others suffer.” The trials and tribulations of life and their anomalies cannot be fully explained by other beliefs, only Spiritism with its belief in reincarnation is able to explain them. What other belief can reasonably justify what appears to be a contradiction of the Goodness and Justice of Divine Providence?

We have lived before which is why we owe for past transgressions and wrong choices that sooner or later we pay down to the last iota what we owe. We also know we are on an inferior planet and that life here is no picnic. There is violence, wars, epidemics, natural catastrophes, etc. and all the suffering that comes with these things. We must try and remember there is a just reason for everything, nothing happens perchance, “every effect has a cause,” and if we conclude that God is impartial, then that cause must be just! This feeling regarding the Creator and His Laws has to be cultured and felt deep within us. It’s not a superficial one, but it will come if we work at it. This is part of our ongoing spiritual progress on this planet! Read, study, and meditate, and feelings of total confidence and faith in the Creator and His Laws will grow within you, until they are a part of your very soul!  
     


EARTHLY JOYS & TRIALS 

                                                      By Leon Denis

The Man: “And happiness? In vain I look for it upon the earth and I cannot find it anywhere.”

The Spirit: “Nevertheless, happiness exists here inasmuch as God Has decreed that happiness and pain are to be found everywhere, for the education and progression of all beings. But you have looked where happiness does not exist, in the raptures of ardent passions and in pleasures that are fleeting or violent. Happiness is veiled, as are all things delicate and subtle. It is in vain to look for it among earthly things that are blown away by one’s last breath at death. Happiness is in the joyful acceptance of the law of work and progress, in the faithful fulfillment of the tasks that our choices have imposed on us; the results bring us the satisfaction of completing our duty and serene peace to our conscience, and the only good we will reencounter in the afterlife. Happiness can also be found in the pure joys of family and friendship, and also in the joys that nature and the arts offer us, those two forms of eternal and infinite beauty.”   
                *********************

        “The Earth is a world of trials and reparations where souls prepare themselves for a much elevated life. There is no initiation without suffering and no reparation without pain. Only these can purify, sanctify, and dignify the soul so it may move on to more happier worlds.” 

       “I bless my trials and I give thanks to God for having sent them to me, inasmuch as they will permit my soul to purify itself and to obtain more merit.” 

(Translated from the Spanish by Y. Limoges from   the book Leon Denis Intimo written by Claire Baumard, his secretary. Articles originally published in Allan Kardec’s magazine Revue Spirite in 1926. Mr. Denis was French and wrote 13 books from 1885 to the 1920’s on Spiritism and called the “Apostle of Spiritism” due to his fervent work in the spreading of this Doctrine.)

PRAYERS FOR SPIRITS    

 Spirit communication received by Y. Limoges


Many religions teach praying for the souls of the deceased and Spiritism does too. Spiritists understand that prayer (which is our thought) passes through what we call the universal cosmic fluid like sound travels through air and is a reality with substantial and real consequences.


Spiritism also teaches that our thoughts and/or prayers for those souls whom we still love and remember can gain spiritual strength in knowing that they are not forgotten, that they are still loved, and it fortifies them in their particular circumstance which differs according to each person’s moral and spiritual and intellectual level.


Many spirits have communicated through mediums stating very sadly that no one has remembered them in their prayers. They ache for the soothing balm of those spiritual fluids that prayer carries to them for it calms them and helps ease the circumstances they may find themselves in. 

Many spirits are filled with remorse for their wrong actions upon the earth and are only now discovering the error of their ways. Some spirits are overwhelmed with grief on having lost their material life and their families and friends. Some want to know that those they may have been indifferent to, forgive them. Some are so confused they may not even know that they no longer belong to the material world. Some are in worse conditions.

The spirit guides of these souls do their part but it helps tremendously when those still in the material world assist them in helping those who have gone on into the spirit world. It is a wonderful charity that will bless those who you pray for and you!

Different Types of Spirit Communications 

Spirit Communication received by Y. Limoges 


At a spirit session or séance, many spirits communicate, each at their own level of moral, spiritual, and intellectual development. It is important to always remember that at these types of meetings superior spirits are always in charge and oversee what spirits are allowed to communicate and/or come through. Sometimes, they allow spirits to come through as tests and learning experiences for the mediums and/or attendees. Some spirits find it easier to provide communications to a medium that “sees” visions (pictures or scenes which are symbolic) by way of thought projection. 

Some spirits who communicate are what may be called familiar spirits such as those who are friends and relatives, from either our current or from past lifetimes. Some spirits who come are our spirit guides with advice for their charges. 

Some spirits have no relation with any of those in attendance but who have been brought to communicate for different purposes. Some of these spirits have no other place to go to say what they need to say, which is a type of catharsis for them, letting them vent. Some spirits are brought to communicate to provide moral instruction for those in attendance. Their communications provide messages to the attendees with many lessons and hopefully they are listened to carefully.

Many spirit messages provide clear, specific, and substantial proofs to those in the material world that those who they knew are still “alive” but in another dimension called the spirit world, and that they still love us, and still take an active interest in what is going on in our material lives.

Then there are the spirits who come to give messages to attendees who may have health problems. These spirits through mediums, give “passes” (providing beneficial fluids with special qualities) and provide recommendations for some attendees to go to their doctor. They can also identify spiritual problems and alleviate them as well; for as we go about our daily lives we “pick up” negative fluids from those who may be about us and we may need a spiritual cleansing.

The superior spirits bring some spirits, who communicate for help, to those in the material world. Those in the material world who are trained to provide this function assist and delicately educate those spirits who may not be fully aware of their newly found state (recently “deceased” and being now in the spirit world) and all other spirits who may need different types of assistance. Those spirits who are very morally superior communicate with humans infrequently also do so to educate, console, and inspire us. They are a wonderful example of what we can one day become!  A spirit session is very informative for those who listen carefully, for it is a window into the next world that one-day awaits us all!   

BOOKS FOR KIDS, TEENS, & PARENTS 


                                           By Y. Limoges 


Books on proper personal conduct are great resources for teaching small kids and teens good behavior. For children ages 3 to 11, Richard Scarry’s Please and Thank You Book- ordered on-line www.Amazon.com illustrates good and bad   behaviors in funny ways and kids love reading it over and over again. As an intro to spiritual matters I recommend for teens and parents the following: medium James Van Praagh’s book Looking Beyond – A Teen’s Guide to the Spiritual World, and, for personal conduct, The Complete Idiots Guide to Surviving Peer Pressure for Teens by Chernis & Sluke and The Feelings Book by American Girl Library; and, for parents the book Yes, Your Teen is Crazy! - Loving Your Kid Without Losing Your Mind by Michael Bradley, copyright 2003, who explains new research on teen’s brain development and what teens are exposed to in this new millennium with insight and understanding for these new circumstances.

A Book About Edgar Cayce   




    By Angelica Masiar



I just finished reading a condensed life story about psychic and healer Edgar Cayce (born 1877 and died 1945) entitled There is a River by Thomas Sugrue. I was struck by the simplicity and humbleness of this man born to an average family and poor in material things that seemed to bring out exceptional qualities in him. As a young man he decided to read the Bible everyday and he did for most of his life; pondering what all the proverbs and obscure writings meant to him as a person. Well, after losing his voice and going through other physical problems, one day he was having trouble in school and someone told him as a joke that if he slept on the book he might know the subject by morning. Although it seemed a silly thing to do he tried it, and guess what? He knew the entire book, cover to cover by morning. That is how his extraordinary talents began the book says. 

After some time, he found that if he laid down he would go into a trance-like state where he could then provide the most amazing medical cures for friends and others who came to consult with him. He could never explain how or why he had this very special talent but he made up his mind early on that he would use it to help people and not personally profit from it (although he did charge a small fee for those who could afford it to help his family). Later, he was able to convince some rich people and others to start a fund for a hospital and university to study this gift to help more people. Based on this book, it struck me that here was a simple man born with an exceptional gift, which never looked for publicity and tried to remain anonymous. He just tried to help the sick yet he become famous for all the cures he was able to get for those who asked for help and followed the instructions given through him. He never went to college nor studied medicine and even doctors were stumped and could not explain how his simple remedies seemed to work. 


At the end of his life he was convinced that reincarnation was a fact and explained why he had his gift. I believe that it is an example of knowledge and experiences from other lifetimes that sometimes is allowed by God to be used in a current life. Maybe this is another proof for the skeptics…to me it is a perfect example of this and it only strengthens my convictions about reincarnation.

(Note: There are circumstances when a spirit transmits knowledge unknown to a medium, but the situation also exists where a person can also manifest its own knowledge from past lives. Generally, when a spirit incarnates into the material world some of its past knowledge is blocked and cannot manifest in its present life so the spirit may develop and grow in other areas. If one loved painting and always was a painter in each lifetime, it could never progress to its truest potential in all areas of knowledge and experiences. Yet, the knowledge it has acquired in previous lives is never lost, when the spirit returns to the spirit world it will then remember - depending on its own moral, spiritual, and intellectual level - all the knowledge it has accumulated in past lifetimes. We may even have a lingering intuition regarding our past life abilities and knowledge but, cannot express them now in our present lifetime. – Y.L.) 

    

***********************************

Heartfelt thanks to our member Gina Eveland for our new letterhead and to Ademir Xavier Jr. from GEAE for the new format of our newsletter!!
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