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CAODAISM – SPIRITISM OUT OF VIET NAM

          Our Director Ed Crespo and wife Yolanda, mediums Jacqueline Benenati and Maryjane Fitzwater, and myself had the extreme honor and great pleasure of receiving a visit in St. Petersburg by Tran Quang Canh, President of the Cao Dai Overseas Missionary of the Third Universal Amnesty of God and his gracious wife Kim. They live in Maryland but travel widely due to his position, serving Caodoists all over the world (mostly in Asian countries) but there are groups in such diverse places as Africa and Ireland. They have approximately 5 million plus followers (mostly in Viet Nam). Victor Hugo established the Cao Dai Missionary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia in 1927. Under French rule in what was then called Indochina, Spiritism was brought to Asia.    

          Although Spiritism is one of the central elements of Caodaism, originally established in 1926, it also contains a synthesis of Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Christianity. But, belief in Spiritism is at the root of their beliefs and they consider it the religion of the future. They consider the world a school for spirits; they believe in spirit communication through mediumship; and in reincarnation. Their main Temple is in Tay Ninh, Viet Nam. They believe that through mediums and their spirit communications, humanity is taught to practice Love, Peace, and Justice. We thoroughly enjoyed our visit with them and learned much from each other, especially our different Spiritist practices, but our basic beliefs are the same. 










Written by Yvonne Limoges

BEING A RESPONSIBLE SPIRITIST

             To be a good Spiritist, is to practice RESPONSIBILITY. When you are a person who studies and practices Spiritism, in no way should you run from your responsibilities in regards to yourself, or others. This is when “your conscience” comes into play; that voice within yourself (or from your spirit guides) who tells you right from wrong. It is that voice that tells you what is best or what you have to do. It is that voice that makes you feel good or feel guilty for not having followed your heart. When you are responsible, and answer that “call” you hear, you are going to feel good inside and in peace. As Spiritists, we have to sacrifice sometimes a little more than people of other beliefs. But, there is always something new to learn, we must take one step at a time, and there is always something you can give to help others, your brothers and sisters, around you in need. Don’t be afraid, follow your heart, and be responsible. 

Spirit Communication received by Marian Bugasto
GETTING BACK TO BASICS
              We often wonder about where we fit in and our own place on this tiny insignificant planet. Why am I here? What is my purpose other than to try to make progress in any small way that I can? Well, we can all start be getting back to basics. We can make this world a better place by trying harder to be kind and helpful even in small ways every day. We can all start with a kind word, a quick call to help someone we know is suffering; a smile, a joke, can brighten someone’s life. Being kind is also not being negative or judgmental. Sometimes nothing said is better than saying the wrong thing, and, letting people unburden themselves by listening more and talking less. These are some of the ways we can make this earth of ours a better place.


              My daughter has a very responsible job, counseling people on the telephone that are connected to the military in various ways and they need help. I pray that the good spirits inspire her to give these people all the help she can, and in some way lessen their suffering. I know she has been helpful, because she does her best and has been thanked by some who have called back to tell her how grateful they were for her assistance. At times she feels there is not much she can do but just listen and give them directions to some other agency that might help them. The important thing is that she is sensitive to their issues and does what she can. Sometimes, she feels frustrated because she cannot be more helpful and her heart goes out to them. She doesn’t realize that sometimes just listening was helpful. Many people are able to figure out for themselves what they need to do, by just talking it out… 


              It behooves the rest of us to try in our own small ways to be kinder, friendlier, and more sensitive to other’s feelings. If you cannot help, do no harm. Love thy neighbor as thyself and always, always try to think before you act or speak, by thinking first; “Is this how I would like to be treated?” May God and the good spirits help us every day, to be better in every way…

Inspirationally received by Angelica Masiar

MOVIE REVIEW - THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
          During these times when there is fighting in Iraq and with all the turmoil in the Middle East, I highly recommend this movie because it teaches many moral lessons and we learn a little bit of history about that region. The actor Orlando Bloom did an excellent job in carrying this movie as an actor and playing a believable and inspiring individual although suffering great hardship. It also portrays Moslems as more than just terrorists for we see the famous Saladin (Salah al-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub) a Moslem leader well known for being fair and pious. The movie teaches us about being honorable, having integrity, and that people are more important then buildings or material things. It teaches that we should realize that all peoples, no matter what race, ethnic background, religion, or nationality have among them those who have good qualities and some, through their ignorance, bad ones. The most important lesson I felt the movie taught is that we all, in our hearts and minds, should be a good person… for that is the truest way to the “Kingdom of Heaven.” 
        Written by Yvonne Limoges

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

The noble sentiment within the title of this message certainly radiates a certain light and should be a motto for all beings who deeply feel and perceive, that in the absence of such idealism, continuing with life would well become very difficult, and therefore, without a necessary reason for being. 

             Those who live without hope for the future lack very important and vital elements for the struggle in life; for working on the most simple and daily tasks, never mind that they have to progress, by right of their birth via evolution, in all possible aspects: physical, socioeconomic, educational, and above all, on the moral and spiritual order as well.

              To deny the sentiments of hope for the future, we bring into our souls the destructive germs of hopelessness, despair, and discouragement that brings about a cessation of us intensely working towards progress, not only for ourselves, but for our families and our communities. In addition, this weakens our will power and intent in making a contribution for the progress and the evolution of this world, where we are living once more. Although now in another physical body, it is a life that again provides renewed hope. Spiritually, it is no more than the continuation of a myriad past existences under many different circumstances, in harmony with the laws of cause and effect.

             We should be optimists. As brothers and sisters united by the Spiritist Doctrine, we have to continue our living and learning of new technology and processes in order to create the best opportunities for progress and evolution, with a solid hope for the luminous future of mankind, one which we will return again together, with all those brothers and sisters, who like us, are today working for the accomplishment of that mission with faith and hope in the future.  So be it.

     Spirit Communication received by Maria C. Prieto

of The Kardecist Spiritist Science Center, Miami, Florida 

NEWS ITEM – Spiritists in the Philippines

          The Union Espiritista Cristiana de Filipinas Inc. celebrated their 100th 

Anniversary and the official opening of their new General Center with approximately

4,500 people attending this past February. We congratulate our Spiritist brothers

and sisters in the Philippines!

(Info from the International Spiritualist Federation magazine Fraternally Yours) 
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