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MAY NEWSLETTER 2006

EDITORIAL – “The Da Vinci Code” 

By Y. Limoges


The above book by author Dan Brown has been on the bestseller list since March 2003 with more than 40 million copies in print and now the movie has generated the strongest opening at the box office for any movie this year according to the St. Petersburg Times newspaper. Its subject matter has truly resonated with many Americans yet has generated condemnation from many Church leaders, especially the Catholic Church. And, the book is listed as fiction! Why all the interest and controversy? The main question raised is whether Jesus was Divine or human. 


Many religions consider Jesus as a truly gifted prophet and holy man. Christianity is the only religion that I know of that considers Him Divine. And then there is the confusing aspect of the Holy Trinity, and of the many Christians I have asked, they cannot seem to clearly explain it or even seem to fully understand it. 


Ages ago mankind at first worshipped idols or objects of nature, than later it worshipped many gods. People worshipped kings as gods. Roman Emperors were considered Divine and so it would not seem unusual that people would consider the founder of any new religion during those same times as Divine as well. Eventually, as mankind evolved in their thinking and reasoning much of civilized mankind eventually came to believe in One Supreme Creator. 

Many Christians I have found are not exactly aware of the history of how the Christian religion evolved, changed, and that there was a Council of men who decided whether Jesus was Divine or not (at the Council of Nicea). This information is mentioned in The Da Vinci Code story. In fact, many such councils were held over the many years so church leaders could decide what people were supposed to believe. Many Christians also don’t know that there were many “Gospels” written and certain ones were selected at theses councils to be in what we now know as the New Testament of the Bible. Many were discarded. These Gospels were written many years after Jesus had died and the true authors are still considered questionable by Biblical scholars. 

At one time it was even forbidden for the average person to actually read the Bible for him or herself and in fact, William Tyndale the first person to translate the Bible into English, was condemned by the Church as a heretic and handed over to secular authorities and burned at the stake. But, more and more of this historical information about how the Bible and the Christian religion was formed etc. is getting out to the average person and this is making many people re-think their views about the two. There are many, many books on all these topics.


But, many people still go to church and never read about Christian history or question these things. And, as far as anyone knows Jesus did not write anything of His own. But of course, many people are very curious about Him. Well now, here comes along a very interesting book like The Da Vinci Code that brings up some Biblical history and old controversies in an entertaining mystery story. By word of mouth, more and more people read it, find it fascinating and thought provoking. I believe this has provided  publicity for more people to take a look more closely into the history of Jesus and the Bible and about the Church in general. 

In my opinion, this book has resonated with many people because mankind has again evolved in their thinking and reasoning  (ministers and priests are human and don’t seem to have the respect and reverence that many people had for them as before) and this book seems to state some of the very things that people have begun now to believe regarding Christianity. Over the years as I have discussed religion with many Christians, I have found that many consider Jesus human and separate from the Creator and not “co-equal” according to Christian Doctrine. And, nowadays many people believe in spiritual healing and, isn’t this what Jesus did as well? Also, people read about and see mediums (now on TV) and aren’t they like the prophets of old with the same  “spiritual gifts” (of healing, of prophesy, and speaking to the dead) as described in many sections of the Bible? In addition, Jesus’ apostles had these gifts as well and they were human.


As for Jesus and whether He was Divine, He Himself always spoke of “the Father,” and that to me sounds like He meant a separate entity from Himself. In my humble opinion, to take the form of flesh would diminish the Omnipotent and Unique Creator of the Entire Cosmos. I believe the Creator is Greater than that and I believe we are still not capable of total comprehension of the Creator because we still have not evolved morally, spiritually, or intellectually enough. 

Nevertheless, numerous morally superior spirits who have communicated through mediums to Spiritists and, through the famous English medium Rev. William Stainton Moses and the spirit “Silver Birch” of Hannen Swaffer’s Home Circle, to name a few, over the course of the last 150 years have stated that Jesus of Nazareth was the most superior spirit (yet human) to have walked upon this earth. I believe more people intuitively believe this now.  In addition, since many people are not getting the spiritual nourishment from traditional sources (the need for feelings of hope,  consolation, and a faith that makes sense to their reason) it causes them to seek for other alternatives… and obviously this book has struck a chord with many! More and more people are seeking for SPIRITUAL TRUTH, they are starving for spiritual nourishment and guidance but they cannot accept things through blind faith and dogma anymore.

Spiritists believe Jesus came on a superior mission to be our “model and guide” in morality and spirituality and whose example we should strive for in our everyday behavior. He said, “Love God above all else, and others as yourself.” I don’t believe that considering Jesus as human diminishes Him at all. It gives hope to all of us regarding the moral and spiritual potential of humankind, for we are all God’s children! Jesus said, He also was “the Way” to God through Love and if everyone followed His behavior and His words there would finally be peace on earth!

(P.S. First, let me say I enjoyed the book and the movie. I feel the movie was basically true to the book, but takes into consideration the seriousness of the controversial issue about Jesus’ divinity. Especially towards the end of the movie, I feel it tries to give due respect and reverence while leaving us thinking about all the possibilities and for us to make our own decision. I personally don’t believe Jesus married Mary Magdalene or anyone else because I feel Jesus was too spiritually and morally pure and too busy with His tremendously important spiritual mission. Yet, as I left the movie theater, a final thought entered my mind…of Mary Magdalene who now, at the very least, possibly may be remembered and recognized by many finally as a faithful disciple of Jesus of Nazareth.)  

From “The Gospel According to Spiritism”

  Translated from the French by Janet Duncan

Chapter One – (a spirit communication)

The ideas inherent in what we call “Spiritism” (and those with very similar beliefs) “are the levers that will enable humanity to advance…the time has come in which moral ideas must be developed to bring about progress… In order to reach maturity these ideas will need discussion and conflicts so they may attract the attention of the masses. Once this has been achieved, the beauty and sanctity of this morality will touch all spirits, who in turn will embrace a science which will give the key to a future life and open the doors to eternal happiness.”  
Are You Saved?




By Jacqueline Benenati


Someone asked me if I had been “saved.” By that they meant if I had been baptized and accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior and acknowledged that He died on the cross for my sins. If “yes”, then it also meant that when I died, I would go to heaven.


But I posed the following question to them: “If someone had no knowledge of Jesus, of baptism, etc., when they died, where would they go?” Their reply was “Hell.” 

My reply to that answer seemed to unnerve them. I stated that why would a supposedly loving God be so heartless and not give the same opportunity to everyone to get to Heaven? What would be the point of it all if He didn’t?


I then explained to them that my God loved everyone equally and unconditionally. Though we may be on different levels both morally and spiritually, God affords each of us the same opportunity to attain the same end, however long it takes from one lifetime to the next.


I’m so grateful that I don’t have their God!

Progress Is Being Made

Spirit communication received by Jacqueline Benenati


Though your planet appears to be in turmoil, progress is being made. Change is constant and one of the laws of the universe. At times, different areas and populations must progress more rapidly and so events are permitted to take place that dramatically speeds up the process - through the laws of cause and effect and through spiritual intervention - for the Divine Plan is Progress.     


The fastest way for man to bring about change is to strive to be better morally and spiritually. Unfortunately, on your planet, not all are at the same level. Many must learn that nothing good or lasting can be accomplished through violence. Lasting peace cannot result from war; something man must come to understand.


Love, in its purest form, must be the basis of all things in order for your planet and its inhabitants to survive. Many great and powerful nations have crumbled because its people became   selfish and materialistic. Learn from history, for it frequently repeats itself.

From the book “Life of Jesus as Dictated by Himself”


“My brothers, the doctrine of Jesus today, is the same one I preached upon the mountain…Accustom yourselves to comprehend the extension and applications of faith, of love, of solidarity, of justice, and of kindness so that the blessings of spiritual emanations may descend over you.”


“Men of all religions, of all nations, of all classes, you are all brothers of the same heavenly home and the sustenance from this same source should nourish all of you.”


“Men of all religions, of all nations, of all classes, you are all brothers, and the most rich in worldly goods, the most healthy of body and mind, and the most mentally and spiritually illuminated should shelter the poor, cure the sick, sustain the weak, and instruct the ignorant.”


“Initiate one another in the knowledge that you all have the same primitive spiritual origins as well as share in the same spiritual future, which can assist a spirit to have a sense of humility and a consciousness in respect to the proper efforts necessary to suffer the transitory effects of feeling unequal and as well not feel the exaltation of pride which is also transitory.” [While the soul is still evolving]

“Love God, in Spirit and in Truth. Ask and you shall receive, knock and the door will be opened. Struggle against gross and materialistic influences. Liberate your souls from human passions and await the future that is full of promise.”

“Deliver your spirits to the application of the science of God. Learn the teachings regarding life and wipe your tears with the knowledge of those teachings. Detach yourself from all severity and further, all coldness in your actions, while approaching all unfortunates no matter what their origins…attracting to yourself the confidence of wrongdoers, as well as the curiosity of the wicked, and the gratitude of the afflicted.”

“Calm the crying out of your conscience by reparation of your wrongdoings and injuries to others. Await the pardon of God by purification through repentance.”





“Jesus”    

(NOTE: Translated into English from the book Life Of Jesus as Dictated from Himself by Yvonne Limoges from the Spanish book translated from the French by Dr. Ovidio Rebaudi a prestigious Argentine chemist of The Psychical Institute of Buenos Aires established approximately in 1910, and which emulated the British Society for Psychical Research.  

Although this book is not officially a “Spiritist” book, many believe it to be extremely spiritual. Many of the exact passages of this spirit of "Jesus" were discovered to have been received simultaneously, by different mediums in different parts of the world unknown to each other. I personally believe the content of the message is the most important thing to consider. Y.L.)       

CHRISTIANITY versus SPRITISM




By Yvonne Limoges  


Let us be clear, Spiritism does NOT accept the rites, rituals, or dogma of the religion of Christianity. Spiritists do NOT believe in Original Sin, the Immaculate Conception, Purgatory, Heaven and Hell, the resurrection of the material body, that we only have one material lifetime, or that Jesus was Divine and He died for our sins upon the cross to redeem humanity. 


Spiritists believe in the concept of reincarnation and through our own efforts we must repent, expiate, and reparate to reach a state of relative perfection, devoid of all materiality and the achievement of superior wisdom, no longer to suffer and to finally reach nearness and comprehension of the Creator. 

We are responsible for all our wrongdoings and all the good we could have done but did not do. But, generally, due to our current state of morality and spirituality, are only at the level of awareness of these responsibilities, for putting these concepts consistently into practice on a daily basis is extremely difficult.

Yet, the science of Spiritism provides a moral philosophy of life that rationally explains the existence of suffering, is consoling, and supremely hopeful. We are all equal before the Creator and we will reach our final destination through our own efforts, not by favor, and the doors of redemption are always open to ALL.

RESPECT FOR OTHER’S BELIEFS

From Chapter 28 The Gospel According to Spiritism book (Translated by Janet Duncan from the French)


“Of all the liberties, the most inviolable is that of thought, which includes the liberty of conscience. To cast a curse against those who do not think as we do is to demand that liberty for ourselves but refuse it to others…” which is lack of love and charity. “To persecute others for the

beliefs they profess are to attack the most sacred rights of man, which is to believe whatever he wishes and to worship God [or no God for that matter] as he sees fit.” 


“Truth is sure of itself; it convinces and does not pursue, because there is no need… A belief is either true or false. If it is false it will fall by itself, seeing that error cannot stand up against truth when intelligences are enlightened; and if it is true than persecution cannot make it false.”

(All religions and their spiritual leaders that teach love & goodness espouse certain spiritual truths.)

REGARDING NEW IDEAS (same reference) 


“Persecution is the baptism of all new ideas that are great and just. It grows with the development and the importance of the idea. The fury and wrath of its enemies are in direct proportion to the fear it inspires.” 

A PRAYER – FOR HELP WITH OUR DEFECTS From Chapter 28, The Gospel According to Spiritism (Translated & edited by Y. Limoges from Spanish)

“As I have been given the necessary intelligence to distinguish right from wrong, so on recognizing something to be wrong, I am guilty in not struggling to resist temptation. Preserve me from the pride that can prevent me from perceiving my personal defects, and also from those spirits who may incite me to continue with them. Among my imperfections I recognize that I am especially inclined to (YOU FILL-IN), and if I am unable to resist, it is because I have already acquired the habit of giving in to it.”


“Since the Creator is All Just, we were   not created sinful but with equal aptitude to choose between good and wrong. If I have preferred a road that has involved wrongdoing or that has caused harm to myself and/or others and/or made poor choices it was because of my own freewill. But for the same reason that I had the liberty to make those choices, I also have the same liberty to make better, good choices and therefore change my pathway.” 


 “My defects are the remains of the imperfections I have brought with me from my past existences and from which I may liberate myself through the action of my will and with help from the good spirits who love me. Accordingly, protect me kind spirits and above all my guardian spirit by giving me the strength to resist wrongful suggestions. Each defect surmounted is a step further along the pathway of my moral and spiritual progress.” 
  

  
“I know I have been conceded this present existence to serve for my own advancement. Dear God and the good spirits, please help me to take advantage of this opportunity so that I may not lose it. When it is my time to return to the spirit world, may I leave this material world in a better condition than upon my entering it.”               

AMEN

BOOK SALES FOR PUBLISHING FUND 


Dear Readers: Please know that all the sales from my first published book – Memoirs of Father Germain – A Spirit Tells the True Story of His Last Existence will be solely used for future publishing projects. My daughter Yvonne will continue to edit them, and we will publish them, as we are financially able.  We thank you for your support in this effort to help get out these beautiful books on Spiritism to English speakers!

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Edgar Crespo

*********************************
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